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Foreword 

Yorktown Baptist Church is a true, conservative Baptist Church, that is friendly and a God-fearing 
church that loves the Lord and has a heart for the people of York County. It is a place for the entire 
family; we love and sing the old hymns, God's Word, and godly fellowship. We pray for one another 
and support each other in the Lord's work. We desire to be a true testimony to our neighbors and 
anyone who comes through our doors will be received just as Christ has received us. God bless 
you as you come, fellowship, and attend. 

It is my pleasure to be a part of Yorktown Baptist Church and to be the Shepherd of God's flock. 

Dr. Mark D. Boyd, Pastor, D.D. Th.D. 
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Yorktown Baptist Church was established in historic Yorktown, Virginia, in October 1944. It grew out of the fourth 
Grafton Baptist Church whose origins date back to 1777. 


The road to Yorktown Baptist Church began with the organization of the first Grafton Baptist Church in 1777, four 
years before Lord Cornwallis surrendered to General George Washington. This church was the first in the area, 
located in what was then known as Cockletown, VA. It was a member of the Dover Association. The first Grafton 
Baptist Church was the mother of the majority of Baptist churches on the Peninsula. The pioneering preachers who 
brought Grafton Baptist Church into being were Elijah Baker, Joshua Morris, and John Wright. John Wright was its 
first pastor and in the year following his death in 1795 John Gayle became the second pastor. During a revival in 
1805 about 330 to 340 new members were baptized. The church continued to grow and in 1824 it had 478 mem¬ 
bers which included Whites and African Americans. In 1827 Reverend (Rev.) Peter Ainslie, a Scotsman, became 
the third pastor. He was popular and drew large audiences when he preached. The church thrived that year; re¬ 
porting 150 new members baptized and a membership of 579. However, between 1829 to 1831 the membership 
declined to 397. This was probably due to the fact that Rev. Ainslie had adopted the view of the “Reformers” intro¬ 
duced by Alexander Campbell which was not totally compatible with the Baptist doctrines. Two groups were meet¬ 
ing separately in the church and in 1832 the Dover Association informed the followers of “Campbellism” that the as¬ 
sociation could no longer receive them. The second Grafton Baptist Church with 131 members was formed and 
moved to Harris Grove. After the separation, membership of the first Grafton Baptist Church was 167 which includ¬ 
ed “57 whites and 110 colored.” The last recorded meeting of the second church in 1859 showed a membership “31 
whites and 151 colored.” The church survived until the end of the Civil War. The church building was burned by 
Union Forces in 1865 and the members scattered. A historical letter states how the original Communion Service 
was saved by a member of the congregation who hid it before the Union soldiers set fire to the building: 

“Dear Mr. Little, 

My father, S.G. Cooke, was the clerk of Grafton Baptist Church for a number of years and my mother was also a 
member, had charge of the Communion Service which consisted of a silver pitcher, a plate, and two goblets. When 
the nationhood became infested with Federal Soldiers, the house was frequently searched. In order to preserve this 
Communion Service, which was kept in a flannel bag, mother invariable wore it around her waist, while the house 
was being searched. She also saved thirty odd dollars in gold coin in the same manner. 

signed, S.B. Goode” 

[The Communion Service was given to the Virginia Historical Society Archives.] 

The location of the second Grafton Baptist church was sold to the trustees of the African American Church at Graf¬ 
ton. A plot of land was secured at Hornsbyville and the third Grafton Baptist Church was constituted in 1877. The 
Dover Association recorded the following: 


“Blasted by adverse circumstances, our hearts pained at the death of Grafton Baptist Church. It is peculiar pleasure 
we welcome to share in our toils and sympathy, this scion of the old church and pray that it may grow into a mighty 
Monarch of the forest, whose leaves shall be for the healing of nations.” 


Two years later a one room building was erected. By 1883 membership had only grown from eight to thirteen mem¬ 
bers. In 1897 Rev. W.R. Webb became pastor and the membership grew to 49. The third Grafton Baptist Church 
withdrew from the Dover Association in 1903 to unite with the Peninsula Baptist Association (PBA). The church 
continued to struggle and by 1915 the PBA motioned to drop the church and have remaining members unite with 
other Baptist churches in the area. The association appointed Rev. L. Peyton Little as temporary trustee to dis¬ 
pose of the property. Rev. Little wrote: “It is hoped that we can soon dispose of the building site and wind up the 
affairs of this last organization to go by the name of Grafton Baptist Church." 

Sale of the property proved to be a difficult task because of two burial sections in the church yard. 

In 1938, an offer was made by a member of the Mennonite Colony to lease the property and es¬ 
tablish a mission. Shortly afterwards, Dr. Herman T. Stevens, pastor of Orcutt Avenue Baptist 
Church helped change the history of this struggling church. By requesting the offer be tabled until 
the Evangelistic Department and Mission Board of the Association could investigate, he then con¬ 
tacted the last remaining deacon, J. Sam Hogg and in less than a month the building and grounds 
were cleaned. On May 22, 1938, Dr. Stevens resumed services in the church. The consecrat- Dr. Herman Stevens 
ed spirit of old Grafton Baptist Church was revived. Pastors from Buckroe, Bethel, and other Baptist churches con- 


* 

W 

V 


3 










ducted service on Sunday afternoons. The Baptist Board of Missions and Education provided par¬ 
tial support and the fourth Grafton Baptist Church in Hornsbyville was constituted. By November 
the fourth Grafton Baptist Church had 29 members. On November 10, 1938, the church held an 
impressive service that 500 people attended and on January 1, 1939 G. Carl Lewis became the 
first regular pastor. However, growth continued to be slow as records showed a membership of 44 
in 1944. 


On September 1, 1944 the Board of Mission sent Scott C. Hutton to establish 
Rev. g Carl Lewis WO rk in Yorktown. He served as first interim pastor until January 31, 1945. On 
October 15, Grafton Baptist began conducting services in the Yorktown Elementary School. On No¬ 
vember 19, members voted to officially move Grafton Baptist Church to historic Yorktown and to 
keep the church in Hornsbyville as a Mission of Grafton Baptist. As a result, 35 members met in 
Yorktown and 25 members remained in Hornsbyville. The Board of Missions again supported a pas¬ 
tor from the field. 



Rev. Scott Hutton 


On Sunday January 7, 1945, Claud G. Barkley of Portsmouth was invited to conduct services at 
the Grafton Baptist Church in Yorktown while Rev. Hutton was away. During a special business 
meeting the following Sunday, January 14, members unanimously voted for Rev. Barkley to be¬ 
come the Church’s first full time pastor at Grafton Baptist Church in Yorktown and the Mission at 
Hornsbyville. He served the Mission in Hornsbyville until January 31, 1960 and the church in 
Yorktown until May 1, 1984 , the longest such tenure in the history of the church. Rev. Barkley 
was an enthusiastic pastor and mem¬ 
bers eagerly followed his leadership. 

With the help of the PBA, Grafton Bap- 
Rev. Claud Barkley tjst Church at Yorktown purchased prop¬ 
erty on Nelson Street for $1,600. On September 9, 1945, 
a groundbreaking service was held; however, the War 
Production Board [WWII] would not grant priority to build. 

During the summer, members shared Worship Services 
with Crooks Memorial Methodist Church and the pastors 
alternated leading the services. In early 1946 the Grafton 
Baptist Church at Yorktown moved to a small building on 
Church Street owned by Mr. Merton Williams, and held 
Sunday School Classes in a bus parked outside. 




During this time, Circuit Court Judge Frank Armistead stated that referring to the groups as Grafton Baptist Church 
of Yorktown and Grafton Baptist Church of Hornsbyville was very confusing. On April 16, 1946, the members from 
Grafton Baptist Church of Yorktown and Grafton Baptist Church of Hornsbyville held their joint Quarterly Business 
Meeting. Mrs. Nannie Parcell of Yorktown made a motion that the congregation in Yorktown have its own name. 

This led to a lengthy discussion with everyone agreeing that there should be two separate churches, each with their 
own name. The members approved a motion that the group in Yorktown be known as Yorktown Baptist Church and 
the group in Hornsbyville be known as Grafton Baptist Church. A special Business Meeting was then held on June 2 
to authorize the Clerk to write a letter to the Circuit Court of York County regarding the changing the name of the 
church and to meet again on July 14. At a Special Business Meeting called on July 28 at the Grafton Mission in 
Hornsbyville, members of both churches were informed that York County Circuit Court [Judge Armistead] had given 
permission for the name of the church in Yorktown to be officially changed from Grafton Baptist Church of Yorktown 
to Yorktown Baptist Church (YBC) at noon on July 28, 1946. The group unanimously voted for the name 
change. The Court also gave permission for the Mission at Hornsbyville to retain the original Grafton Baptist Church 
name. Several members requested, and it was approved, to organize and legally constitute the Grafton Baptist 
Church (GBC) in Hornsbyville. Lastly, the group approved a division of resources for both churches. The group at 
Hornsbyville (GBC) would have the money and property there, and the group in Yorktown (YBC) hold what funds 
and property had been accumulated there. 


Through the persistence of Dr. Stevens and Rev. Barkley, the War Surplus Administration awarded Yorktown Baptist 
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WWII Army Chapel 


Church “fee simple,” the Camp Hill Chapel located on Jefferson Avenue, New- 
port News, VA in November 1946. The Enderbrook and White Company was 
contracted to take the building down piece by piece, pull the nails out, bring it to 
Yorktown and stack it. Members enthusiastically helped on December 10, 1946 
by moving materials to the lot on Nelson St. Enough materials were realized to 
erect the girders, floor joist, sub-flooring, studs, sheathing, and all of the scaffold¬ 
ing needed to construct the building, along with a coal fired boiler heating sys¬ 
tem. The knotty pine wainscoting was used in the sanc¬ 
tuary, the Communion Tabletop was made from the 
alter and the chapel’s alter rail was used for the sanctu¬ 
ary’s balcony rail. A reading table given by 
the historic Abingdon Episcopal Church in 
Gloucester, VA was made into a pulpit. Fold¬ 
ing chairs were donated by a church on the 
Eastern Shore. The large Baptistery painting 
of Christ was donated by Mr. Leonard Harrell 
of Portsmouth. It had been painted by Mr. 


NEW CHURCH AT YORKTOWN 

building ot the Yorktown Baptnt church nears completion The present ehurcl 
an outgrowtli ot the Grafton Baptist church whono congregational records ante- 

——■ i... ■; ■ : "■ ■' L ■ •• . ■■ : 


Frank Morris Watson, Sr., who was a master 
painter at the Norfolk Navy 


Yard. Initially a piano was used until it was replaced by an old Reed organ 
which was donated by the Episcopal Church in Norfolk. 


The congregation could hardly wait 
to get into the new church as indi¬ 
cated by their moving into the base¬ 
ment of the unfinished church in the 
spring of 1947. Each Sunday 
morning before Sunday School, 
members had to clean the dirt and 
dust out of the basement. Finally, 
after three years of moving from 
place to place to worship, members 
moved upstairs into the sanctuary 
of the new church on its Dedica¬ 
tion Day, October 19,1947. The 
chapel was overflowing and people 

were standing outside listening through loudspeakers. By December 18, 
1949 YBC had a membership of 105 and 27 members had been baptized 
that year. Its organization included Sunday School, Worship Services, 
Baptist Training Union, Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU), a music pro¬ 
gram that included choirs for all ages, Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve 
Services, and Vacation Bible School (VBS). There was also a boy's base¬ 
ball team consisting of 25 members who became local champions among some community churches. 


The Church’s continued growth during the 1950’s is attributed to Rev. Barkley. In 
Spring 1950, Rev. Barkley was eating breakfast at the York River when he was in¬ 
spired to establish a Community Easter Sunrise Service. The church members voted 
to support the idea and he proceeded to coordinate the service with other pastors. 

This event became an annual Easter Sunrise Service in Yorktown which continues to 
this day. During the year, the Church formed Girls in Action (GA) for its young girls 
in grades 1-6, and had 7 girls participating by year end. In April 1951, a church library 
was established. In October, the Church sponsored a Boy Scout troop, which on June 
22,1952. It was organized as Troop 108. In 1952, chimes were installed. March 9- 
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14, Rev. Barkley conducted the morning radio devotions of Station WVEC. March 22-29, Peninsula evangelist Dr. 
Herman T. Stevens led the Church’s annual revival. Pews replaced the folding chairs in the sanctuary and remain in 
use today. The Church was steadily growing. 

In 1954 Rev. Barkley was granted a year leave of absence to further his education by attending 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY. The congregation requested he not resign, 
but instead kept him on the payroll for $30 a month. John W. Crocker served as second interim 
pastor from October 1954 until July 1955. When Rev. Barkley returned during Christmas and Spring 
Vacations, the Church put him back on his regular salary. Before going to Seminary, Rev. Barkley 
dated Miss Dorothy (Dot) Wallace, a pastor’s assistant at Jackson Memorial Baptist Church, Ports¬ 
mouth, VA. She was asked by her pastor to be the Baptist Student Union (BSU) Director for the 
nurses of the Kentucky Baptist Hospital and to be his assistant. She accepted and arrived in Louisville, KY, on Sep¬ 
tember 1,1954. Unbeknownst to her, Rev. Barkley had applied and was accepted to attend Southern Seminary, 
arriving in mid-September. They resumed their courtship and on May 28, 1955, the two married. 



Rev. John Crocker 



While Rev. Barkley was at the Seminary, the Church began to add six classrooms and two restrooms to the back of 
the sanctuary. They hoped to have the addition completed by the time the newlyweds returned; however, contractor 
problems caused a delay in the completion until after Rev. and Ms. Barkley returned on August 1, 1955. Rev. Bar¬ 
kley resumed his role as Pastor; interim pastor, Rev. Crocker continued to hold a membership in the Church until 
February 1958. A Christmas pageant, “The Manger’s Marvel,” was presented on December 18, 1955. More than 90 
people assisting throughout the production. The pageant was directed by Ray Parcell with Dennis Neill assisting 
and Barthold Hake narrating. During that year, the Church voted to create a monthly Church paper called the 
“Yorktown Baptist News.” YBC ended 1955 with an average attendance of 117. 

On March 11,1956 the Church organized its first Young Married Peo¬ 
ple’s class. As the year progressed, several classes were added due 
to increased growth. The Church began a fund for a new organ on 
April 11. In May screens were added to the church windows. In Oc¬ 
tober, Mrs. Martha Turnage wrote the “History of the Yorktown Bap¬ 
tist Church” which was placed in the Baptist Archives and read at the 
annual PBA meeting. In December, YBC held its annual Christmas 
Program “The Story of Christmas” (19 th ); a “Service of Carols and 
Candle lighting” (23 rd ); and after the Christmas Eve Candlelight Ser¬ 
vice, the Young People’s and Intermediate Departments sang carols 
throughout the local area. 1957 started off with organizing the 
“Brotherhood” (Christian men to fellowship with one another) on Jan¬ 
uary 13 with 19 members. The Church broke its Sunday School at¬ 
tendance record with 215 in attendance on March 31. A daughter, 
Dorothy Dale, was born to Rev. and Mrs. Barkley on June 27. On 
August 20, a Youth Banquet was held in the basement. 

In 1958 after two years of saving, and a small addition from the budg¬ 
et, YBC purchased a new Artist Model Conn Organ with speakers and a new piano for $3,345. Both instruments 
used for the first time on February 16. During May, the Royal Ambassadors (RA) was organized for boys in grades 
1-6. The Church had received 37 individuals in the last six months of the year, which was the largest number to 
date. It ended the year with 208 resident members and 80 non-residents. 


On January 7, 1959 the Church began searching for property for a parsonage. On November 24 the Church pur¬ 
chased property (Lot D) adjoining the church grounds for $10,725. By the end of 1959 the Church reported a total of 
319 members, 297 enrolled in Sunday School with an average attendance of 173. An average of 40 people sang in 
the choirs weekly. Times were exciting and the Church was overflowing. Classes were being held wherever space 
could be found. The new Young Adults Class used the balcony starting in the Spring of 1959. Several important 
positions held within the Church included; Sunday School Superintendent J.S. Bowman, Training Union Director C.B 
Parcell, Church Librarian Linda Oliver, WMU President Mrs. Howard Kimsley, Brotherhood President Mr. Frank 
Cockes, and Volunteer Choir Director Mrs. Dot Barkley. 


6 




















During this time Rev. Barkley was serving at both YBC and Grafton Baptist Churches. Both congregations appreci¬ 
ated his dedication to their communities and were continuously thrilled with his over 15 years of service. On January 
6, 1960 the Board of Mission and Education allocated $3,000 for a pastor’s salary for the mission of the Grafton Bap¬ 
tist Church. Rev. Barkley relinquished his work as pastor there the last Sunday in January. Proverbs 29:18 “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish." Yorktown Baptist Church was filled with a visionary body of Christ, 114 were 
Baptized throughout the 1950’s. The Church was named one of the 
top 20 churches in Virginia in per capita gifts to the co-operative pro¬ 
gram in 1959 and 1960. 

On Feb 12, 1960, a lot was purchased for $3,500 less a $500 gift 
from the seller along Washington Road for a parsonage. The num¬ 
ber of Deacons increased from 9 to 12 to accommodate the growing 
congregation. A son, John Garrett, was born to the Barkley’s on 
June 14. October 25, 1960, the Church held a dedication ceremony 
and reception for the newly built parsonage. By June 1961, the 
Church conducted its largest VBS to date with an enrollment of 136 

and average attendance Of 126. Dedication Ceremony for new parsonage 

On January 25, 1962, the Church approved securing a Baptist architect to draw plans for the proposed educational 
building along with estimated cost. Mr. C.W. Huff Jr., Architect of Richmond VA, designed the building. On October 
21, the Church voted to proceed with the plan for the new Educational Building and a fund was established with 
pledges. By December 5, members had already pledged $33,000. The Church Trustees were authorized on De¬ 
cember 30 to sign notes up to $100,000 for construction of the building, and authorized to petition the Court for per¬ 
mission to borrow this money. By January 9, 1963, Duane Holloway, Commonwealth Attorney of York County grant¬ 
ed the permission required. On April 10, the Church had Mr. Frederick J. Riggins, President of Citizens Bank of 
Poquoson, to employ a lawyer to draw up a deed of trust for a building loan. In June 1963 church members broke 
ground for the Educational Building. Mr. J.A. Lawson of Saluda, VA, was the contractor. During the excavation a 
foundation was uncovered. It was known that during the first quarter of the 1700’s a building boom occurred in York¬ 
town. The artifacts uncovered related to this boom. The National Park Service plotted the foundation for future ref¬ 
erence. In February 1964, the Educational Building was completed at the cost of $100,000 without furnishings. On 
May 3,1964, the Educational Building was dedicated. Dr. James R. Bryant of Richmond, Executive Secretary of 
the VA Baptist Foundation was the speaker. Dr. Bryant was a former Executive Secretary of the Baptist Board of 


Missions and Education of the General Association of VA Baptists, and it was under his leadership and keen fore¬ 
sight that the organization of a church in Yorktown was sponsored. The laying of the corner stone and presenta 
tion of a silver service was followed by a Sanctuary and Educational 
Building Open House . 


YBC continued to thrive. In Summer 1962, YBC held a successful 
VBS with over 30 children attending. In October, the Church approved 
granting Don Gaskey and Dennis Neill a license to preach the gospel 
of Jesus. In the early 1960s, several members left YBC to be part of 
the creation of Seaford Baptist Church in Seaford, VA. In 1963, the 
Church endorsed Dennis Neill's application to the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. In June 1963, the Church sponsored the relo¬ 
cation of a Cuban refugee family from Havana to Yorktown. The Bich- 
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aras family were greeted at the airport by Rev. Barkley, Rev. George Kis¬ 
singer, superintendent of the missions for the PBA, and several members 
ofYBC. Church missions giving increased to 22%. YBC was holding two 
morning worship services and became involved in a Beach Ministry. The 
Church periodically participated in broadcasting morning services over the 
new radio station in York County, in cooperation with 
I other churches in the area. By June, the Church had 
I grown such that Gladys Martz was hired as the first part 
I -time Church Secretary. At a summer dinner, members 
were treated to a quartet of music by Frank Cockes, 

| Sam Reams, Cliff Overman, and Bruce Flagge. After two years of work, YBC adopted their 

[_Jj Church Constitution on October 9, 1963. On October 14, the first “ Lamplighter J ’ was sent out to 

Gladys Martz eac h c h urc h member (replaced the monthly Yorktown Baptist 
News). During the year, the Church voted to license Louis Savedge, Jr., to 
preach the gospel of Jesus. February 1, 1965 the Church marked Rev. Barkley’s 
10th Anniversary. In June, the Church purchased 150 new “Baptist Hymnals.” 

On September 1 the Church voted to purchase property (Lot K) adjoining the 
church property. 





In February 1968, the Church held a Youth Sweetheart Banquet in the 
basement. In June the Virginia Oliver Sunday School Class began the 
annual traditional of recognizing the Church’s nine high school gradu¬ 
ates with a Bible “to be a lamp unto their feet and a light unto their path” 
as they started on a new chapter in their life. On July 5, the Church 
hosted an overnight stay of the Young People’s Choir from first Baptist 
Church in Biloxi, Mississippi. YBC began a week long study in Christian 
living on July 14 along with VBS. The program was directed by Molly 
Day and Sarah Flagge. Several pastors from local area churches led 
discussions with the adults and young people. In May 1969, YBC 
formed a Young Men’s Class. On August 24, the Church’s young people presented John W. Peterson’s cantata, 
“The Sound of Singing,” directed by Bruce Flagge. Soloists Mardonna Llewellyn, Dwan Cockes, and Sam Credle 
were joined by Tommy and Mike Marshall, tenors; Marilou Kelly, alto; Francie Baily, Nancy Kelly, Kathy Flagge, and 
Laura Kelly, sopranos. The year and decade ended with YBC’s approval to send a recommendation letter to the 
Baptist Theological Seminary for Clifton Credle. Total number of people baptized in the 1960s was 147 as com¬ 
pared to the 1950s with 114. 




On February 22, 1970, the Church held a reception for Rev. Barkley 
in honor of his 25 th year of service at YBC. The Church’s first Home¬ 
coming was held on October 3, with Dennis Neill participating. It was 


a tremendous suc¬ 
cess, in spite of the 
weather. In Sum¬ 
mer 1971, YBC 
held a successful 
VBS with 45 chil¬ 
dren attending. On 
September 15, YBC approved licensing Horace Christie as a Lay 
Minister. In 1972, the Church’s first Pictorial Directory was com¬ 
pleted with 204 individuals participating. In April the aluminum 
siding installation on the church building was completed. 


On April 11, 1973, the Church unanimously approved the YBC Trustees (Francis E. Cockes, Homer O. Dennis, and 
Chester F. Copes) to obtain a secured loan to the extent of $18,000 with interest to pay off the existing unsecured 
notes on the church property used to build the parsonage and refurnish the sanctuary. At the same meeting, the 
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issue of whether or not to remove the picture over the baptistry was 
ended with a vote to keep it in place. During the summer, 10 mem¬ 
bers of the Church spent a week at Eagle Eyrie (Dorothy Barkley, 

Susan and Ellen Freeman, Kay and Donna Busbin, Carol Reid, Don 
Rogers, Bill Eacho, and Clifton and Patience Credle). In 1973, the 
church completed several projects: closet for choir robes built; rail 
installed leading into choir loft; a new side door; a PA system in¬ 
stalled in the Nursery; and window frames in the sanctuary were re¬ 
stained. 

A gift of carpeting for the sanctuary was made by a church member 
couple on August 14, 1974. September 3, 1975, Kathy Coley was 
hired as Youth Leader to develop the youth spiritually, encourage fellowship, and enlistment. She also served as 
YBC Organist. On Thanksgiving, the Church provided two services in the morning; one at the church and one at 
Patrick Henry Hospital as an outreach program. The Church’s Choir and Youth Choir provided a Christmas Cantata 
“Joy to the World” by John W. Peterson on December 21. The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was a very Bar¬ 
kley affair where Dorothy played the organ, John played the violin, Dot sang “O Holy Night,” and Rev. Barkley pro¬ 
vided the Christmas Meditation. 

April 11,1976, at the Sunday evening service, the church Choir presented the Easter Cantata, “No Greater Love” by 
John W. Peterson. Forty church members traveled to Eastover Plantation April 30-May 1 for a spring retreat of fel¬ 
lowship, information, and inspiration. The in-depth Bible study was a very challenging and heart-searching experi¬ 
ence for all who participated. In November, YBC began a Sunday School Action Campaign where the church mem¬ 
bers reached out and visited the local area. On Thanksgiving, the Church again held two services, one at YBC and 
one at Patrick Henry Hospital. On December 12 for the first time in years, the children, youth, and adults presented 
a Christmas drama entitled “And They Beheld Him.” The annual Christmas Cantata “Christ is Born” by John Peter¬ 
son followed the next week. 

January 1978 (and February 3,1982) Yorktown Baptist received certificates for vol¬ 
unteer services to Patrick Henry Hospital. Kathy Coley resigned in March 1978, 
and on June 7, the Church separated her previously joined position of Organist 
and Youth Director. The Youth Director position was changed to full time Assis¬ 
tant Pastor. On July 12 the Pulpit Committee was appointed. Late in the 1970’s 
the Barkley family purchased a white passenger van and Rev. Barkley had 
“gorlstnton iSaptisft Cljunlj” painted on its sides. One of the many uses of the family 
van was Rev. Barkley transported children to and from local communities to church on Sundays. During the decade 
Rev. Barkley continued providing a monthly Chapel Service at the Patrick Henry Hospital with church members as¬ 
sisting patients to and from the chapel; providing support and a friendly smile. 

On December 23, 1979, Draa Thompson was called as the first and only Assistant Pastor of 
Yorktown Baptist Church. Rev. Thompson and his wife, Linda, with daughters Wendy and Leah, 
resided in Yorktown. While assisting with pastoral responsibilities, Rev. Thompson also helped 
assess church needs. He developed a Youth Program, identifying children with special needs 
and assisted to implement a Sunday School class to meet their needs. His unique counseling 
skills made him instrumental in promoting and helping individuals of the Church to succeed. In 
November, YBC began an Acteen Group for its Intermediate and High School age girls. 

H During 1980-1981, church Historian Bernice (Bee) Ketner provided several 

monthly “R-E-M-l-N-S-C-l-N-G” articles in the Lamplighter capturing key historical moments of the 
church. During 1980, Rev. Thompson led the Youth in various activities including back-packing in 
the Shenandoah National park, a summer softball team, and an overnight canoe trip. The Church 
honored Rev. Barkley’s 35 years of service to YBC on February 3. Linder Rev. Barkley’s leadership, 
the Church went from 35 members and a $3,000 budget to 393 enrolment with 227 in Sunday 
School and a $75,605 budget. In March Rev. Thompson accompanied several of the youth to Eagle 
Bernice Ketner Eyrie for the Virginia Baptist Senior High Weekend. In May, church Historian Bee Ketner began 
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collecting pictures, newspaper articles, special bulletins, etc., to create a church historical scrapbook. A third daugh¬ 
ter, Amanda, was born to Rev. and Mrs. Thompson on June 16. In August, Mrs. Eva Hudgins gifted the church with 
new carpet for the church front steps. On August 3, the Church began a weeklong revival with evangelist Rev. Char¬ 
lie Jones as guest speaker. YBC spent months reviewing and revising its Constitution and By-Laws to address 
changes occurring in the church. Revisions were adopted on September 3. On September 24 the Church voted to 
give Rev. and Mrs. Barkley the parsonage as a love gift. In October Rev. Barkley wrote a message to the congrega¬ 
tion in the Lamplighter. 

“As I write this I have before me a check. This check is the final payment on the indebtedness of our church. Over 
the years it seemed to some of us that this day would never come. 

Our first indebtedness began when we erected the sanctuary in 1947. Then followed indebtedness for the addition 
to the sanctuary, the purchase of three lots behind the church, the building of the Parsonage, the building of the Edu¬ 
cational Building, the purchase of an organ, the purchase of lots adjoining the parking lot, and the purchase of equip¬ 
ment for heat and air-conditioning. 


The Lord has given to us a choice place in the center of Yorktown. We have a Sanctuary conducive to worship, we 
have space for 480 in Sunday School, and we have ample parking space. ” 


In February 1981, long time church member Jean McPherson submitted her resignation as church 
Secretary after 10 years of faithful service. October 16-19 was a very exciting time as the Church was 
actively participating in the country’s Bicentennial Celebration in Yorktown. The doors to the sanctuary 
were opened daily from 9 am until 4 pm with hosts and hostesses to serve those who visited. A video 
tape depicting information about religious life at the time of the Revolution was presented daily. A “Cup 
of Cold Water” Bibles and tracts were available at a tent located in the parking lot. Several hundred 
visitors’ names were entered in the church Guest Book. 



Jean McPherson 


YBC did not slow down in 1982, especially for the youth. Rev. Thompson conducted various youth programs 
throughout the year that included local and out of town trips and adventures. In May, the Church received a gift of 
money in memory of Mrs. Alice Harris, a faithful member of the choir (YBC purchased six new robes, new anthems 
and anthem books for special programs). During the summer, Rev. Thompson led the youth in a Senior High back¬ 
packing trip in the Blue Ridge Mountains. They were accompanied by Rev. Randy Wilkinson, an associate with the 
Department of Christian Life Concerns of the VA Baptist, who relayed to Rev. Thompson that “in all his years of 
youth work, he had never known a group of young people better trained in God’s word, more deeply committed to 
spiritual growth, and willing to express their beliefs openly". 


By 1983 the Church was beginning to feel strained due to lack of growth and Rev. Barkley’s health condition. In ear¬ 
ly January, church organist Brian Quass resigned after 3-years. During the year, Rev. Thompson continued provid¬ 
ing the Church’s youth religious leadership, including numerous outings and activities. On October 12, 1983 Rev. 
Thompson submitted his resignation effective October 31, 1983, to accept the position as Pastor of the new Stevens 
Memorial Baptist Church in Newport News. A farewell party was given to the Thompson family. At a Special Meet¬ 
ing on October 29, a group sought to urge the congregation to ask for Rev. Barkley’s retirement. The vote failed due 
to a lack of the required 75% vote. 

On April 11, 1984, the Church approved an amendment to its Constitution and By-Laws adding 
the paragraph: “Pastoral relations of the Pastor and/or Assistant/Pastor may be dissolved by a 
majority of the members of the church present and voting, at a meeting called by the church es¬ 
pecially for this purpose after one week’s notice to the church membership." On April 25 after 
many discussions between Rev. Barkley and the congregation, he submitted his resignation. On 
May 1, 1984, Rev. Barkley ended his tenure as pastor of YBC with many years of very fond 
memories for himself, his family, and for hundreds within the Church. The Church presented a 
$5,000 love gift to Rev. Barkley for recognition of his 39 plus years of loyal, devoted, and untir¬ 
ing service to YBC and the community. In September 1984, the Church called Dr. Walter Farrar to serve as third 
interim pastor. He served until January 31, 1985. 

During late 1984 and early 1985, monetary gifts were given to the Church. Several building repairs and new equip¬ 
ment purchases such as a new natural gas furnace and a PA system for the Educational Building, office equipment, 
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bathroom and electrical repairs were funded by the gifts. 

Beginning February 1, 1985, L. Karl Heilman was called to be the second full time pastor of 
Yorktown Baptist Church. He was joined by his wife Judith. An organ fund was established in 
anticipation of purchasing a new one for the sanctuary. The summer was filled with men’s soft- 
ball games, old-fashioned ice cream socials, a fish-fry, and a homemade ice cream/cake fellow¬ 
ship evening. July 10 the Church membership voted to purchase a new Rodgers 740B organ at 
a cost of $15,900 to replace the church’s 1950’s era organ. The organ fund raised over $8,500 
with the remainder coming out of savings. 

To help with the never-ending maintenance and repairs to the two buildings, a fifth Sunday “Building Fund Day” was 
established in January 1986. By April all the church windows and storm windows had been replaced. On January 
22, the Church hired David Jenkins as part-time Choir Director, and Dr. Farrar became the Associate Pastor of Visit¬ 
ation and Outreach. In April the Church Council and Rev. Heilman recommended the Church form a Long-Range 
Planning Committee (LRPC) to develop a comprehensive plan for the Church’s future over the next 3-10 years. The 
plan would consist of church needs, goals, strategies, and evaluation. By July, after a year of Rev. Heilman’s lead¬ 
ership, the Church showed a 34% increase in Sunday School, 19 new members and a renewed spirit among the 
members. On July 9 the Church elected 13 members to serve on 
the LRPC (Olin Elliott, Bob Letchworth, Charlie Hicks, Mary Lou 
Kelly, Molly Day, Buddy Stotler, Margaret Cockes, Sarah Flagge, 

Anne Lloyd, Beverly Erwin, Fred Tisdale, Lynn Jenkins and Con¬ 
nie Eames). In August, Building and Grounds (B&G) Committee 
members Robbie Robertson, Bill Marshall, Olin Elliott, Lew Llewel¬ 
lyn and Jim Day finished hours of installation of new chandeliers in 
the sanctuary. December was filled with annual events such as a 
covered-dish Christmas Feast (17 th ), the Christmas Cantata “The 
Everlasting Light” (21 st ), and Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
and Communion (24 th ). 

Two major Educational Building projects were completed in 1987; a new roof and a new air conditioning system. In 
March, Mrs. Gladys Martz presented the church with hand hemstitched linen cloths for the Communion Table. The 
Easter Cantata on Palm Sunday was entitled “The Day He Wore My Crown.” In the Spring the Church formed three 
“caring teams” with 8-10 members each. The teams served one month at a time and visited local residents. On 
June 30, the LRPC submitted a written, comprehensive, final report about its findings. The following are excerpts of 
the recommendations from the report: 

Facilities : A. Develop plans to provide wheelchair ramps and restroom facilities for the handicapped. B. 

Form a special committee to study various options about how to accommodate growth. 

Visitation/Outreach : Form a special committee to develop a comprehensive set of plans for achieving a 
successful visitation and outreach program. 

Youth Program : Nominating Committee to find a volunteer to act as the Church Director of Youth who will 
be responsible for developing plans and coordinating activities of a church-wide youth program. 

Leadership Training : Nominating Committee to find a volunteer to act as a Church Leadership Training 
Director to work with the pastor in planning and implementing a church leadership program. 

Church Organization : Church leaders and committee chairpersons to review their respective areas of re¬ 
sponsibility and determine any procedural changes required. They should document the committee’s pur¬ 
pose, function, and procedures used in performing its duties, and include them in a church organization 
functions book. The six most needed changes were identified as: 1. Greater Outreach 2. Improved Facili¬ 
ties 3. Better Youth Program 4. More Community Ministry 5. More Bible Study 6. Leadership Training. 

Members suggested areas for improvement (in order of priority): 1. Youth 2. WMU 3. Leadership Training 
4. Young Adults (20-24 age group). Other areas recommended: • Strengthen corporate and dynamic 
worship through a stronger music program. • Strengthen our significant relational groups through empha¬ 
sis on fostering youth groups. • Conduct a study to identify existing and potential specific, concrete, mis- 
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sion objects. • Conduct a study of ways to improve the several competent programs that already exist. • 
Provide for adequate space and facilities. Specially. A. Remodel the Fellowship Hall. B. Develop plans for 
improving the parking lot. C. Develop options and plans for how we plan to accommodate growth. • Con¬ 
duct a study to determine needs and develop plans for leadership training. 

The YBC Men’s Softball Team took 2nd place in the York County 
League. During the fall, the B&G Committee members renovated 
the basement by waterproofing the entire area, adding new ceilings, 
a new kitchen, and new carpets. In December, the Church voted to 
initiate a giving plan called “Three for Three.” Each member was 
encouraged to participate by giving $3 per week for 3 years in addi¬ 
tion to their regular tithe. The funds would help to alleviate the debt 
incurred by the basement renovations and avoid paying excess in¬ 
terest on outstanding church debts. Music Director David Jenkins 
submitted his resignation on December 31. 

1988 started with the youth’s YBC Ski Trip to Wintergreen. On February 
27, the church held a dedication for the remodeled Fellowship Hall. Led 
by D.R. (Robbie) Robertson, B&G Chairman, church members donated 3- 
months of their time to work on the project, which saved over $25,000 in 
labor costs. Members were: Bill and Vivian Marshall, Walter and Margie 
Becknell, Olin Elliott, Shirley Duncan, Peter and Ikey Manoogian, Buddy 
Stotler, Fred Tisdale, Charlie Hicks, Neale Kelly, Lew Llewellyn, Frank 
Cockes, Stephen Biles, Bob Tignor, Haskel White, and David Robertson. 

The choir presented a musical “Hosanna” on Palm Sunday. On May 15- 
18, YBC held a successful revival with Eddie Heath of Buckroe Baptist 
Church as guest speaker. The Church sponsored Rev. Heilman, Ron and 
Margie Schneider, and Cheryl Parr on a Tanzania Mission Trip during June 17-July 4. They conducted a VBS for 
children and youth in six different churches and shared in their culture. The group shared their experiences in Africa 

with the congregation upon their return at the end of the month. On 
October 12, the church Constitution and By-Laws were amended to 
change the Church Council to a small, more effective, Executive 
Church Council (ECC). The church members shared numerous favor¬ 
ite recipes in a BYW sponsored WMU church-wide cookbook. In No¬ 
vember, the Church received a gift of a crystal punch bowl and plate 
with a silver engraved ladle in honor of Howard and Farrar Ware from 
their family. On November 30, Rev. and Mrs. Heilman welcomed a 
daughter, Lauren Elizabeth. 

On February 10-11, 1989, a second Church Pictorial Directory was creat¬ 
ed. At the end of the summer the church began a new program of visita¬ 
tion and outreach that was sub-divided into four areas of ministry: 1. Fam¬ 
ily/relationship evangelism, 2. Outreach, 3. In-reach/reclamation, and 4. 

Caring. The Church held a Fall Revival on October 1-4 in the evenings 
with evangelist Rev. Justin Jones from Lakeland FL as guest speaker. 

The YBC Men’s Softball Team had an outstanding season as the National 
League regular season tournament champions. Although the attendance 
during the summer months was very good, the Church continued to fall 

short of its 1989 budget needs. The annual Christmas Cantata “Everlasting Light’ was presented on Sunday even¬ 
ing, December 17, and was followed on the 20 th with the children’s annual Christmas nativity program and social. 

The Church ended the 1980’s with 200 resident members and 37 people being baptized, compared to the 273 resi¬ 
dent members and 61 people being baptized in the 1970’s. 

Yorktown Baptist Church began the last decade of the 20 th Century with the continued leadership of Rev. Heilman. 
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February 1990, the Church presented a silver tray to Rev. Heilman in recognition of the five years of service he had 
provided to YBC. Rev. Heilman continued leading the church to implement plans developed by the congregation 
through his leadership. On Palm Sunday, the choir presented their annual Easter Cantata, followed by a Maundy 
service on Thursday and a victorious service on Easter Sunday. Later in April, the church held a Spring Revival, 
which was led by Rev. William “Bill” Ross, pastor of Vinton Baptist Church of Vinton, VA. The Church had one of its 
best VBS ever with 105 enrolled and an average attendance of 91. In August, personnel policies and procedures 
were reviewed and updated to reflect the changing needs within the Church. Heidi Eger resigned as the church 
Organist after two years of service. The annual Fall Revival was held October 7-10 with Dr. Letcher Reid as the 
guest preacher. 

In early March 1991 Rev. Heilman offered his resignation. On March 6, the Church formed a Pas¬ 
tor Search Committee (Robert Letchworth, Vivian Marshall, Lynn Jenkins, Olin Elliott, Sharon 
Furiness, and Jim Rowe). On March 31, 1991 Rev. Heilman left YBC to answer the call to serve 
as pastor of Sandston Baptist Church in Sandston, VA. On June 16, 1991, Donald P. Stroud 

was called as YBC’s fourth interim pastor. Rev. Stroud lived in the community and 
had been pastor of Grafton Baptist Church. The congregation quickly found itself 
following Rev. Stroud’s leadership, and his style of teaching the scriptures during 
his sermons was enjoyed. Shortly after his arrival, a Wedding Policy was imple¬ 
mented and on August 18 the Church participated in the Yorktown Tercentenary Services. Also, in 
1991 the Church received a generous gift from the Ruth Baes Estate. The Church used one-third to 
Ruth Baes update electronic and computer equipment, and the remainder was used to pay on the Church’s debt. 




Rev. Don Stroud 



Pat Ware 
Letchworth 


On August 22, YBC’s first and longest serving pastor, Rev. Claud G. Barkley, passed away. Rev. 
Stroud implemented a visitation program called “Operation Hope.” It included visits and telephone 
calls. “Operation Hope” proved to be a valuable ministry for increasing membership in the Church 
and for helping to ensure church members’ needs were promptly being met. On October 23, 1991 , 
Donald P. Stroud was called as the Church’s third full time Pastor beginning November 1, 1991. 
Soon after, the Church agreed that Sunday evening services would be changed from 7:00 pm to 
6:00 pm. During the year, Pat Letchworth resigned as Secretary after 10+ years of service. The 
year ended with the annual Thanksgiving and Christmas Services and a Week of Prayer. In De¬ 
cember, Rev. Stroud reported that 25 church members participated in Operation Hope. 48 visits 
were made, 43 telephone calls were made, and 10 new members were received for membership. 

1992 began with the resignation of the Music Director, Gordan Parr, effective January 13. Teresa 
Johnson was hired as Music Director on a temporary basis on 15 January. Rev. Stroud began a new 
Members Class. By March many needs of the Church had been identified so Rev. Stroud presented a 
document supported by the scriptures to start a “Joash Fund.” It was presented on behalf of the Steer¬ 
ing Committee, the ECC, the Deacons, and the pastor and based on 2 Chronicles 24:4. Money for the 
fund would voluntarily be given above Stewardship funds. The document identified repairs needed on 
the Educational Building for woodwork immediately below the roof ($4,500); funds needed to pay off a debt that was 
costing 12% interest; an emergency replacement of an expensive motor which had just been completed; and pad¬ 
ding for pews ($2,500). Additionally, the balcony needed to be renovated to increase seating capacity ($2,650), the 
library needed renovating to accommodate sound equipment ($5,400), new lighting had been installed in parts of the 
Educational Building ($770) and new lighting in the Worship Center ($660) needed to be finished. Altogether, a goal 
of $25,000 was set. The total amount of money needed was $17,920 and the amount of $7,000 would be placed in 
the Joash Fund for additional needs as they arose. By a unanimous 39-Yes votes, the fund was approved. Joash 
Chest proved to be successful in raising funds. Little children, wearing lots of smiles and grins, came on Sunday 
mornings dropping their change in the Joash Chest. By May, the debt in the amount of $4,912.68 was retired 
through the fund and the fund’s balance was already at $9,263.76. The overhang of the Educational Building was 
repaired in June for $5,400. 



Gordon Parr 


In May 1992, Rev. Stroud presented a proposal for the congregation to participate in the Watchman National Prayer 
Alert. From this Prayer Ministry, one YBC member developed a lifelong friendship with one of her prayer partners 
who was located in Mississippi. The By-Laws Committee continued to present numerous changes to the congrega- 
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tion. Among them, the Steering Committee to be renamed the Finance 
Committee and included a few changes in its membership. By August all 
Joash projects were completed with the exception of cushion pews in the 
sanctuary. From the Baes fund, two new air conditioners were installed, a 
folding machine for the office was purchased and a bulletin board was pur¬ 
chased for the church grounds. 

In Spring 1993 a third Pictorial Directory was created, 
and a $5,500 roof replacement project on the church 
building was completed. The Church received recog¬ 
nition from the PBA for being in the top 10 as a result of a ten person in¬ 
crease in Sunday School and in contributions to the Associational Mission. 

During the Summer, Jim and Molly Day purchased new pew Bibles for the 
Church in memory of their mothers. When long time member Galdys Martz 
died in July 1993, the Church planted a Dogwood Tree in front of the Edu¬ 
cational Building in her memory. During VBS, August 2-6, Director Evelyn 
Biles took attendees back into time to the Holy Land, including dress and 
Molly & Jim Day f 00 d. The Church sponsored a Medical Mission trip to the Dominican Republic for Dwight and Ju¬ 
lie Everett and during the summer, sponsored a trip to Pakistan for Paul Biles. In April, Dan Goeller, a Christopher 
Newport College student was called as the Minister of Music for the church. A reception was given for Carolyn Hogg 
in appreciation of her time and talent in directing the choir while the 
Personnel Committee was seeking to fill the position. Philip Biles 
was employed as Children and Youth Minister for the summer. He 
filled the summer with many Youth activities like team building, trips, 
out-reach, spiritual growth sessions, and devotions. During July 
questions arose about the direction of the church which was ad¬ 
dressed in September; plans for Child Abuse Policies/Procedures 
and Training was initiated. 1994’s “Down on the Farm” themed VBS 
led by Director Paula Briceland was a success. 

October 15-16, 

1994, YBC celebrat¬ 
ed its 50 th Anniversary. Committee members included: Molly Day, 
Moty Dumas, Farrar Ware, Anne Lloyd, and Bee Barrow. The cele¬ 
bration was viewed as a tremendous success. It brought home for¬ 
mer pastors, members, and guests. Guest speakers were former 
pastors Rev. Draa Thompson and Rev. Karl Heilman, and guest 
pastor Dr. Furman Kenney. Special music performed by Mrs. Dot 
Barkley, Mr. Thomas Marshall, and Rev. David and Dwan Cockes 
Johnson, Rev. Stroud, and Mr. Frank Cockes. 


On November 6, several members participated in the Billy Graham Crusade held at Hampton University. The 
Church contributed $600 to the crusade. In December, the Church agreed to purchase its first van for $5,500, a 
model with 76,000 miles. A Van Committee [first in the history of the church] was immediately formed, policies and pro- 
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cedures were developed, a record of all qualified drivers were made, and Sign Ups sheets were kept in the office. 
John Payne used his artistic skills to paint the inscriptions on the van which served to help advertise. 

In 1995, the Brotherhood adopted the Spanish Mission as one of its projects and set a goal of $100 each month to 
support the Spanish pastor. They reported in January that members prepared and served breakfasts for a total of 

40 attendees and collected $100. At the January Business Meet¬ 
ing, the Church body approved a recommendation that remaining 
assets of YBC be transferred, conveyed, and distributed to another 
church in VA that is a member of the Southern Baptist Convention 
or to the PBA in the event that YBC chose to terminate its exist¬ 
ence and after all debts are paid in full. On April 1, the Church 
sponsored a family event named “A Foolish Night In April” held 
in the Fellowship Hall. The event included a covered dish dinner, 
entertainment for family and friends and requirements to dress 
foolishly and be prepared to tell foolish tales. As one of the mis¬ 
sion projects, 198 seed packets were donated by church members 
and sent to Mozambique. Teen Mission trips for Samuel and James Biles were supported, and for Dwight and Julie 
Everett and Amanda Pierce to go to the Dominican Republic. In July, a church family picnic was held at Yorktown 
Picnic Area with 82 people attending. The day was filled with sports activities, board games, sing-a-longs, making 
ice cream and fixing banana splits from an 8-foot trough. Under the di¬ 
rection of Philip Biles, the Youth carpeted and painted their classroom 
and furnished with donations of furniture received from church mem¬ 
bers. They also went on a camping trip and a trip to Buckroe Beach. A 
Youth Sunday was organized which included all children and youth, and 
a 7-11 club was established. The Counting Committee completed their 
policies and procedures, which were approved by the church body and 
the Child Abuse policies and procedures were implemented. Two semi¬ 
nars were held to inform members of the changes, and all volunteers 
working with children were trained. Minister of Music Dan Goeller re¬ 
signed on August 13, 1995. 

The B&G Committee spent considerable time assessing needs and setting priorities. The priority in 1995 was foun¬ 
dation repairs. The Committee provided Church members with a “Scope of Work Needed For Foundation Repairs 
and Associated Cost Estimates” with work broken out in phases with associated cost estimates: 1. Remove stucco 
and damaged wood, treat for termites, and install house wrap. 2. Replace stucco with brick. 3. Remove sidewalks, 
one stoop and steps at Sanctuary, remove underground oil tank and install new sidewalks. 4. Repair/replace front, 
back, and stoop steps, and handicap ramp and railings. Grand estimated total for the foundation repairs was 
$10,728.50. By the end of December all phases were completed. Final cost for the entire project, including unfore¬ 
seen repairs, was $12,111.74. 

In 1996, the Church supported several mission trips: youth members Paul Biles to New Guinea, and Bethany and 
James Biles to New Mexico; Evelyn Biles, Julie Everett, and Rev. Stroud to the Dominion Republic. A special Wor¬ 
ship Service, followed by a dinner, was held May 19 to honor and express appreciation for the county’s Emergency 
Services Departments. On August 7 Rev. Stroud submitted a letter of resignation effective December 31, 1996, stat¬ 
ing health reasons. By the end of the year, the church body voted to seek an Intentional Pastor whose training and 
experience could benefit the overall congregation. 

1997 started with a multitude of events for parents, children, and teachers. The Children’s Sunday School Classes 
visited patients at the York Convalescent Center for Valentine’s Day followed by a Valentines Party in the Fellowship 
Hall. Other everts were Kite Flying on the Yorktown Battlefield with children and parents, followed by a tailgate 
snack, and roller skating at the Hot Wheels Family Skate Center in Gloucester. Mission trips to the Czech Republic 
for Michael Cooper and Jessica Jackson were supported by the church body. The exterior of the church was paint¬ 
ed. The children prepared and served a Mother’s Day/Father’s Day Banquet followed by a Noah’s Ark Presentation. 
Following months of planning, church members made and sold Chicken Bar-B-Que dinners to more than 240 visitors 



Dan Goeller & Choir 
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and handed out Bibli¬ 
cal Tracks on 4 th of 
July. August 4-9, 
“The Good News 
Friendship Ranch” 
VBS, directed by 
Judy Leftwich was 
well attended by 

families from Gloucester, Newport News, Poquoson, and York County. It was a six-day 
event with the last day ending in a Rodeo that included horseback riding, a hayride, and 
home-made ice cream. 174 attendees enrolled with an average daily attendance of 127. A 
Food Closet Ministry was started by the Mixed Adults Class with Jim Williams as its leader. 





July 1, 1997 Lee Stocks was called to become the Church’s first Intentional Interim Pastor. His wife 
Doris joined him and became a well-loved Sunday School teacher for the Foundation Class as well 
as being very active in other church activities. The By-Laws Committee was asked to address if non¬ 
members could serve in the same capacity as church members. The church body approved the 
committee’s proposed amendment, as presented, to "page II, Article III: All officers, teachers, and 
chairpersons of committees shall be church members. ” Add: Non-members may serve as guest 
speakers and non-voting members of committees. Rationale: Although we welcome the assistance 
Rev. Lee stocks 0 f others in the Lord’s work, we believe the 
responsibility for church policy resides in the membership. ” 

As initiated by Rev. Stocks, a Transition Team was selected 
by the church body and included Moty Dumas, John Payne, 

Molly Day, Jim Rowe, Jim Williams, Sandy Nelson, Anne 
Lloyd-Bridwell, Marty Cantu, Ron Crum, and Margaret 
Cooper. A Town Hall Meeting was held to begin the shar¬ 
ing of the “History of The Church.” On other occasions, 

Rev. Bill Duke was invited to give a presentation about what 
PBA does and Rev. Tom Stocks gave a presentation about 
“Spiritual Gifts.” On October 5, the Church sign facing Bal¬ 
lard Street was dedicated. Laura Kelly O’Connor’s 4 and 5 
year old's create a beautifully stitched Friendship Quilt. 


Dr. Brian Williams led a winter Bible Study held in the Fellowship Hall that became an annual event until 2003. The 
Transition Team presented a new YBC Mission Statement which was accepted and distributed to members. Mis¬ 
sion: “Yorktown Baptist Church is a local body of believers founded on faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ. Together we 
strive to be faithful servants of our Lord through Worship, Instruction, Fellowship, Evangelism, Stewardship David 
LeBlanc, new Children/Youth Minister, presented a 6-months plan to the church that included dividing the children/ 
youth into 4 groups: Children 1 s, '-3 rd Grades, Children 4 lh -5 th , Middle School students, and High School students. 
He also presented three projects to the church: 1. Purchase a 21 -foot sailboat for $200 to be restored by the youth 
at a cost of approx. $400, and to set it up on skids on the church property, 2. Build a volleyball court on the property 

where the youth would work with the adults to build and 
maintain it, and 3. Let the Youth cut the church yard grass 
and receive the money paid to the previous person. 

Funds would be used for Children/Youth projects. All 
three were approved by the members of the church. 

On Easter morning in 1998, 87 Sunday School Class 
members jointly shared the celebration of our Risen Lord 
at a Continental Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. The 
Church also started a new tradition of a cross decorated 
with flowers by the congregation. During the Spring, the 
Transition Team sent out a survey to the congregation. It 
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was designed to show results that would help profile a selection of a new pastor and to be able to give him insight as 
to the needs of the church; they received 47 completed surveys in June. The Lamplighter was changed from a two- 
page flyer mail out prepared by the Secretary to a 16-20-page newsletter that includes articles and reports from Sun¬ 
day School Classes, Committees, miscellaneous articles, and pictures, prepared and published by volunteers. The 
Church held its first Lay Renewal Weekend April 23-28. Eight team members from other churches attended to share 
their Christian experience. 

In June, a Mother’s Day/Father’s Day Banquet was prepared and served by the children and sailboat “Resurrection” 
was delivered. Three-mile fun runs on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, initiated by David LaBlanc, be¬ 
came an instant success. Families participated including babies being pushed in carriages. Forty-eight participants 
attended the June potluck picnic and Vespers at Yorktown Beach. 

The homemade banana ice cream made by Doris Stocks, and Bill 
and Vivian Marshall was an exceptional treat. Children presented 
“Noah’s Ark Musical” to Warwick Retirement Community on Den¬ 
bigh Blvd. Judy Leftwich, Sunday School Director, honored 
teachers with presentations, a luncheon, testimonies, and dedi¬ 
cating a copy of the Lamplighter to them (Teachers: Walter Beck- 
nell, Vivian Marshall, Bonnie Rowe, Diana Granger, Kitty Neill, 

Neale Kelly, Darlene Speake, Marty Cantu, Sandy Nelson, Jim 
Williams, Sheila Williams, Sherry Smith Doris Stocks, Anne Lloyd- 
Bridwell, Sharon Furiness, Ruth Ramsey, Ron Leftwich Jr, Ron 
Leftwich Sr, Laura O’Connor, John Payne). 

During the summer slump Sunday School averaged 86 attendees. David LaBlanc held CPR classes at the church 
and certified 12 children and adults. “STARQUEST” VBS in August, directed by Amanda Sykes, was an out of this 
world experience filled with aliens. A new Pastor Search Committee was formed (Bob Harris, Chairperson; Jeff 
Bruce, Secretary; Richard Cooper, Ron Crum, Margie Dumas, Sarah Flagge, Judy Leftwich, Laura O’Connor and 
Jim Rowe). During Rev. Stocks’ pastorate, he arranged for several presentations that were designed to help the 
church become more informed about Baptist organizations. Among those were: Eddie Heath who explained the 
work of the VA Resource Center; Mike Clingenpeel, Editor of The Religious Herald, who led worship services fol¬ 
lowed by a covered dish dinner in the Fellowship hall which allowed members to speak personally with him; and 
Rev. Nathaniel Kellum 
Treasurer of VA Baptist who 
spoke about missions. Final 
presenter, Ron Hale, Con¬ 
sultant from the VA Baptist 
Resource Center submitted 
a lengthy written report about 
his assessment of the 
church. Following worship 
services on September 27, 

baptisms were held in the York River followed by a farewell Pig Roast in honor of Lee and Doris Stocks who were 
leaving after serving 14 months at YBC. Jeff Cranford, Director of Missions Albemarle Baptist Association, Char¬ 
lottesville, VA, assisted the church in evaluating its Intentional Interim process. His summary read: 

“Lee and Doris Stocks have had a profound impact upon the leadership of YBC during their course of Intentional 
Interim Pastorate. Particularly significant in my sharing with the Transition Team were indications of building of fel¬ 
lowship and trust. They modeled healthy relationships which in turn helped members of the congregation work 
through a great deal of negative, emotional baggage. The congregation is obviously more healthy at its relational 
core and well positioned to stand on its own in future church-pastor relationships. The desire for a longer period of 
time to finish certain details of the developmental tasks and call a pastor before Lee and Doris depart is a tribute of 
the depth of relationships they have built with the congregation’s leadership. I feel it is wise for them to pass off the 
pastoral leadership to someone who can help the congregation bring closure to their tenure and prepare themselves 
for a new installed pastor. I believe YBC has a fresh sense of its identity and possesses the resources of leadership 
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and facilities which along with new dream portend a bright future of fulfilling a great potential for the Kingdom of 
God." 




On October 11, 1998, Donald Gover was called as fifth interim pastor. A church wide yard sale 
was held to obtain money for a new motor for the sail¬ 
boat ($360.75 was raised). David LaBlanc took the 
children for rides in his motorboat and kayak, and 
taught them water safety responsibilities. A Fall Festi¬ 
val was held and a Thanksgiving Food Drive was held 
with a goal of every member bringing one food item. 

Rev. Don Gover The children presented a Christmas Puppet Show. 

Children in K-Grades 3 drew pictures and those in Grades 4-8 wrote 
essays of “What Christmas Means To Me.” Sunday School attend¬ 
ance reached 101. 


1999 began with the resignation of the Children/Youth Director and the Church deciding not hire another one until a 
full-time pastor was called. In January, the Outreach Team began a focus on strategies to start the Church Prospec¬ 
tive Services and by Spring had launched a Community Outreach Program using the Bap¬ 
tist Sunday School Board’s Church Prospective Services. The Services sent a monthly list 
of 20-30 names of people who moved into the community or those who were new home- 
owners. Eleven members launched its first day of visits on Sunday. Rev. Gover routinely 
visited each Sunday School class and attended the Sunday School Leadership meeting. 

Fie displayed motivating and encouraging spirit while pushing the church towards higher 
excellence. High Attendance Sunday was set for February 21, with a theme of “ME+ONE.” 

Each Sunday School class set their own goals which totaled 100. Rev. Gover agreed to 
have his tie cut off by the class with the highest percentage of invited visitors attending if 
the goal was met. With 110 in attendance, the goal was exceeded. The 2nd and 3rd grad¬ 
ers class earned the privilege of cutting Rev. Gover’s tie off. He gamely led the worship 
services with half of a tie hanging from his neck. 



In 1999, church members completed several facility upgrades. Church activities during the year included a Sweet¬ 
heart Banquet, and kite flying with tailgate snacks at the Battlefield. A Continental Breakfast and joint Sunday clas¬ 
ses were held on Easter Sunday morning with 82 in attendance using a theme of “He Lives” to celebrate the resur¬ 
rection of Jesus Christ. The 3 rd annual Mother’s Day/Father’s Day Banquet was prepared and served by the chil¬ 
dren. For the first time in the YBC’s history, the Church participated in the Yorktown 4 th of July Public Worship Ser¬ 
vices at the Yorktown Monument. Rev. Gover helped to plan and coordinate the service. The GAs gave a Tea Par¬ 
ty for the ladies of the church and dressed as women of the Bible. Church members approved the By-Laws Commit¬ 
tee’s recommendation that an Ad Hoc Pastor Church Relations Committee (PCRC) be established to take over the 
PSC responsibilities for one year; helping the Pastor to become established in the community and to develop proce¬ 
dures for promoting dialogues between the Pastor and the Church. The latter to include a yearly review of the Pas¬ 
tor/Church shared expectation patterned after the Role Renegotiation Model set forth by Dr. Bob Wayne. 


On May 19, the PSC presented to the church Rev. John Moxley’s resume and background. On June 5, a light sup- 
per was held so members could meet him. He preached Sunday and afterwards a called Business 
Meeting was held where the congregation voted unanimously to call John Moxley as the fourth full 
time pastor of the church beginning September 1. On August 14 Rev. Moxley married Kristye Lee 
Krause in YBC with Rev. Cecil Sherman performing the ceremony. After ten months of service as 
interim pastor, Rev. Gover departed. His voluntary participation in all areas of the church and his at¬ 
tentiveness to the needs of others was very much appreciated. Prior to his departure a Passing of 
the Torch Ceremony” was held to officially welcome Rev. John Moxley, effective August 29, 1999. Rev j 0hn M OX | e y 




The By-Laws Committee completed the Policy/Procedures manual and copies were distributed to the Chairman of 
Deacons, the Pastor, members of the By-Laws Committee, and one in the Church Office. The Outreach Team met 
each month for strategic planning sessions. They contacted families in the community by telephone, cards, and vis¬ 
its. In October the team reached out to 23 families. “The Churches of Yorktown Virginia” throw covers were sold to 
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raise monies for missions. One was donated to be hung in the Educational Building. 

John Payne outlined murals in two classrooms that were painted by volunteers. Worship 
Services were enhanced by including blended music. For the first time in the Church’s 
history, on December 3 the YBC’s sailboat, the “Resurrection,” participated in Yorktown’s 
Lighted Boat Parade with Rev. Moxley serving as Captain. The children again had a 
drawing and writing contest with pictures of that represented “What Christmas Means to 
Me” and a paragraph about it. The year ended with the traditional Christmas programs . 
and a Christmas Caroling Hayride. Plans 
were finalized and approved to build the 
handicap ramp and an addition of breezeway 
(foyer) between the Educational Building and 
the Sanctuary. Rev. Moxley shared his vi¬ 
sion of “2000 and Beyond.” It included: Dai¬ 
ly Bible Reading, Reading the Bible through in a Year, Churchwide 
Scripture Memorization, A Commitment to A Ministry, and a Pledge for 
Your Time and Talents and Tithe. He also identified the Social Hall to 
be the next project in 2000. 

In 2000, the PCRC held three Town Hall meetings on February 27, March 5, and March 12 to review the responses 
and priorities from the meetings. April 15 was a church-wide Community Outreach Day with the theme: “Jesus is 
the light of this world. Let Him light up your life!” On April 19-20, members handed out 135 bags with one light bulb 
and uplifting messages to residents in Historic Yorktown. In May, repairs to the flat roof over the Sunday School 
rooms were made for $2,475. June 25, the Adult Choir presented a patriotic musical entitled “This Is My America.” 
The program was proclaimed as one of the best musical programs by the choir in several years, and to top it off, 
several historic figures visited: Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Abraham Lincoln. 








In August, the new handicap ramp at the parking lot en¬ 
trance to the Educational Building was finished. In Septem¬ 
ber Rev. Moxley celebrated his first year at YBC during 
which he baptized 10 people with six more planned in the 
following months. The September Lamplighter paid special 
tribute to Kitty Neill, who had been a member since April 
26, 1963, and had recently passed away. Lunch on the 
grounds was provided after the service and many people 
went back 


Kitty Neill 


into the 
church for a 
time of shar¬ 
ing and mu¬ 
sical enjoy¬ 
ment. In 
September 
the connect¬ 
ing foyer from 

the Educational Building to the Sanctuary was completed in memory of 
Mary Lou Kelly. 


Neale Kelly 


Mary Lou Kelly 


On Sunday, October 8, YBC hosted a Homecoming gala for present and former members of the church. Special 
music was provided by a group from Poquoson Baptist Church, and by “Cross Roads” a group from Richmond. In 
November, YBC members contributed funds for refurbishment of the living room at the Eastover Manor House along 
with providing much needed labor for the all the painting required. The Church called Nicki Royall as the Minister of 
Administration and Youth (formerly separate positions of Church Secretary and Youth Minister). On December 13, 
the Church approved the creation of a Building Fund to be kept by the Treasurer as a separate line item in the budg¬ 
et. Monies from this fund would be used for well-planned church building needs or construction above and beyond 
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normal maintenance work. Jim Williams presented the church with a hand-made wooden podium. Per Rev. Moxley, 
the smaller podium “lessened the physical and spiritual barriers between the pastor and the congregation. ” 

In March 2001, the Lamplighter began its “Spotlight on Sunday School” 
featuring a different Sunday School Class each month. The articles 
focused on the history of the class and class members’ memories. It 
started with the Copes/Oliver Class (Senior Women’s Class) followed 
in April with the Hutton/Bailey Class (Senior Men’s Class); Mixed 
Adults in June; and the SIMCA (Students In the Middle with Christ-like 
Attitudes) in September. On March 21, YBC hosted a Youthnet Event 
at the church for young people and youth workers from all over the 
Peninsula. Youthnet was a PBA sponsored activity that offered teens 
from small youth groups the opportunity to come together and share in 
a larger experience of Christian fellowship experience. April was an¬ 
other special month of programs and services. It started with “The Freedom Ringers,” a children’s handbell group 
performing during the service followed by a “Pot-Luck Lunch with Best Pie Contest;” the Maundy Thursday Service 
“Journey to the Cross” with communion on April 12; Good Friday Praise and Prayer Labyrinth Walk with Grace Epis¬ 
copal Church; and on Sunday, an Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service at the Victory Monument followed by the YBC 
Easter service. The May 27 evening service was filled with beautiful music as the Adult Choir presented the Patriotic 
Musical “America.” On June 27, the Moxley’s welcomed the birth of their daughter, Leah Evlyn. The Church partici¬ 
pated in the Yorktown 4 th of July Parade with a float which promoted YBC and advertised the upcoming VBS. On 
September 15, the Church held a garage sale in the parking lot with the proceeds used to send children to camp. 
September 23, the Church ordained John Payne as Minister of the Gospel. Followed by Nicki Royall as Minister of 
the Gospel on November 4. A generous donation from Phyllis McKeen, mother of Pat Harris, enabled YBC to have 
its communion service set re-silvered in December. On December 21, church member Sharon J. Furiness carried 
the Olympic Torch through the streets of Washington DC. Rev. Moxley held deacon training with emphasizes on 
“Preparing Your Church.” YBC participated in a church survey and Rev. Moxley reviewed and explained the eight 
characteristics of “natural Church Development.” 1. Empowering Leadership, 2. Gift-oriented Ministry 3. Passionate 
Spirituality, 4. Functional Structure; 5. Inspiring Worship, 6. Holistic Small Groups, 7. Need-Oriented Evangelism, 
and 8. Loving Relationships. The highest rated area was “loving relationships,” and the lowest being “worship ser¬ 
vice and gift-oriented ministry.” 

During 2002, the Church held several baptisms of new members with many conducted in 
the York River with picnics afterwards; the pews in the sanctuary were cushioned; Hand¬ 
bells were purchased; and Handbell training was implemented. The year began with the 
decision to hold a “Refocusing” Summit. The Church sought to find “the highest point” in 
examining how God had worked at YBC in the past and to look at those events that had 
molded and shaped the congregation into the church they had become in 2002. There 
would be three “Refocusing” summits: Assessment - Where have we been?, Discovery - 
Where are we going?, and Implementation. The “Assessment” summit, held on February 
23, developed a timeline of YBC’s history, and identified the Church’s existing values and 
discovering how they were reflected in the Church’s past experiences; in addition to lessons 
learned. The “Discovery" summit was held on March 23 and “Implementation” on April 27. 

The last summit identified strategies to accomplish God’s plan and purpose for YBC for the next 3-5 years. The Re¬ 
focusing Team and Deacons worked on the “Refocusing” program through October when the top four Refocusing 
Strategic Initiatives were approved at the September 18 Business Meeting. They were: 1. Children/Youth Program 

- Appoint an ad hoc committee to study the nature and intent of the children’s programs, 2. Equipping Members by 
Ongoing Training Opportunities - The Church will be committed to working with each member to identify their partic¬ 
ular spiritual gifts and offer an explorer’s class for those considering membership, 3. Functional Structures - Building 

- Develop an itemized immediate needs plan of the church building and facilities, and 4. Effective Use of Sunday/ 
Wednesday Schedule - Study the effective use of our church-wide schedule. 

In March, Judy Leftwich began a series of “The Road to Yorktown Baptist Church” Lamplighter articles on YBC his¬ 
tory using the church histories compiled by Rev. Barkley, Sallie Copes, Martha Turnage, Bernice (Bee) Ketner, and 



Judy Maxie 
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Judy Leftwich & 
Jim Williams 


Haskel White. Uniquely, members planned, prepared, planted, and maintained an Inter- 
generational Garden during the summer. The produce that was harvested yielded dona¬ 
tions that were used to support Youth activities. Vocalist Heather Hudnall provided enter¬ 
tainment at YBC Dinner Theater on May 18, the proceeds going directly to the Church’s 
youth summer camp program. The 
church sign facing Ballard Street was 
refurbished in July. December was 
filled with music with the YBC children 
providing a Christmas Musical (1 st ) 

The Handbell Choir performed at the 
Governor’s Mansion Open House in 
Richmond and at Patrick Henry Mall in Newport News (23 rd ). 

For the first time in church history, YBC had a “live nativity" on 
the lawn (20 th -21 st ) complete with live sheep and a stable con¬ 
structed of bamboo from Park Service property. On Christmas 
Eve, the Handbell Choir performed at the evening service, and 
Cynthia Crum provided harp music. 

The Church started 2003 with a four-month Winter Bible Study 
“Jesus Journey” on January 8 where the Fellowship Hall was 
transformed into a Biblical Village. Each member lived the life of 
Jesus by dressing, eating, worshipping, and carrying out other 
related activities as Jesus did during His lifetime. In January, the 
Church also began the four-part course “Tools for Life,” one of 
the “refocusing” initiatives identified in 2002 as a need for a basic 
discipleship class for new Christians as well as training and 
equipping members for service. January ended with a “Baptist 
Men’s Day” held on the 26 th . The men filled the choir and gave stirring testimonies. In March a “Deacon Yoke Fel¬ 
low” program began which provided training to members of the congregation who are reluctant to accept a nomina¬ 
tion for Deacons Beverley Emerson, Phyllis Ferebee, and Sarah Flagge were the first trainees. For Easter, a life 
size tomb and three crosses were erected on the front lawn, and the community was invited to breakfast after the 
Easter Sunrise Service. 


During April, church windows were repaired and inside of the sanc¬ 
tuary was repainted. Also in April, Nicki Peet, Minister of Admin¬ 
istration and Youth, resigned. The Church approved splitting the 
Youth Minister and Secretary positions; with the secretary position 
being part-time at 20 hours per week. Issues with the church van 
caused it to be sold in April for $850. During the summer YBC went 
back to cutting its own lawn. June 22, Rev. Lee Ellison, Circulation 
and Development Director for the Religious Herald gave an inspiring 
sermon on “The Importance of the Word.” VBS was held July 6-11 
with an expedition to Egypt to discover the “Treasures of the Nile.” 

It consisted of: Construction Production—how the Israelites were 
used as slave to build the pyramids; travel to the mountains to see 
how God took Moses from a Zero to a Hero; Bugs, Boils, and Black¬ 
ness—the plagues of Egypt; Passover Promise—discover how God 
protected the Israelites from the angel of death; and Out of Egypt—as God delivered the Israelites from slavery. 

YBC passed its revised By-Laws on July 16 with virtually no changes in church objectives or core values. However, 
two major issues came up. One concerned whether or not baptism required full immersion, a more difficult problem 
concerned accepting members by letter from other churches that did not require full immersion baptism. As the By- 
Laws were not crystal clear about this, the Deacon’s position became that Christ would want YBC to maintain their 
membership and not retroactively to demand full immersion. In effect, “grandfathered” this requirement for those 



21 






































members. The second issue concerned making the Church Council the governing body that assured that all com¬ 
mittees were functioning and were addressing the key issues under their charter as defined by the By-Laws. Both 
were approved. 

YBC was represented at the Summer GA Camp held at Eastover in August. September 14 YBC held its annual 
Recognition/Appreciation Day at the morning worship. Special guests included members from various branches of 
the armed forces, police, and fire fighters. The Choir presented the musical “Land of the Free,” followed by a Pig 
Pickin and BBQ afterwards. The September 17 Business Meeting reported that the church was running a $450 defi¬ 
cit each month. On September 28, Rev. Moxley announced his 
resignation effective October 26, 2003 so that he could answer 
the call to become the senior pastor of Azalea Baptist Church in 
Norfolk. A farewell dinner was held in the Fellowship Hall and 
the congregation shared humorous memories of his ministry at 
the church during his years of service. On October 12, the 
Church elected a new PSC, and due to budget constraints, ap¬ 
proved not filling the Youth Director position recently vacated by 
Kristye Moxley. Dr. Darden Battle, PBA Intentional Interim Di¬ 
rector, graciously filled the pulpit on November 2 and 9. On 
November 16, 2003 Rev. Kilgore became the sixth Interim 
Pastor. The average Sunday School attendance for 2003 was 
61. 

YBC started 2004 by establishing a church website. February 22 and 29, Mrs. Betty Ashe, PBA 
Missions and Ministry Team Leader, led the “Discover Your Ministries” training event that included 
homemade stew/soup meals. Mrs. Ashe led the group through a series of exercises that help them 
to individually identify their spiritual gifts and ministries to serve in. Based on the overwhelming 
positive response to his preaching/leadership style, the Church called Rev. Tag Kilgore to become 
YBC’s first part-time Interim Pastor on February 29. He began preaching Sunday morning and 
evening Worship Services, teaching Wednesday Bible Studies, and assisting Sunday School’s 
leadership. Attendance in Sunday School, Worship, and Bible Studies increased. 

During March 24-28, along with Seaford and Grafton Baptist Churches, YBC participated in Horns- 
byville Baptist Church’s 125 th anniversary celebration. 48 members of YBC attend the special oc¬ 
casion on Sunday evening and the YBC choir and handbells choir led the music for the evening. 

Art Gustafson, the only living member at the time of YBC who attended when YBC was part of 
Grafton Baptist Church at Hornsbyville, presented some of his memories of those days. In April, 
Rev. Kilgore launched a 13-week Wednesday night Bible study from the Old Testament book of 
Joshua entitled “Journey Into Success.” The Easter Sunrise Service was moved to YBC due to 
heavy rain, and the church was packed with 175 in attendance. The Rising Sun Baptist Church 
Choir and the YBC Handbell Choir led the group in song and praise, and Navy Chaplain David Cromer delivered the 
service. YBC provided five pages of church history for the PBA’s 100 th Anniversary [May 2] scrapbook. For 4 th of 
July, YBC participated in the parade, handed out free water, and hosted a live music performance by 
The Apathites. Members were treated to a personal performance by the Fife and Drum Corps in front 
of the church. The new church playground was dedicated on July 18 after worship service. On Octo¬ 
ber 17, Rev. Furman Kenney filled the pulpit, and Mrs. Dot Barkley provided the congregation with two 
music solos: “How Great Thou Art” and “The Lord’s Prayer”. On October 20 long-time YBC Church 
Clerk, Kathleen Stowers resigned. 

Kathleen Stowers 

At the February 9, 2005 Special Called Business Meeting, Joan Flinn was approved as the YBC permanent secre¬ 
tary after temporarily filling the position for several months. Ron Leftwich Sr, representing the B&G Committee, pre¬ 
sented a motion to contract with Window Worx of Suffolk to replace all of the windows in the Sanctuary and Educa¬ 
tional Building for a cost of $29,300. The motion carried, with the Church deciding to pay the contract with a long¬ 
term loan (36 months). On March 6, the Church converted to an automated Attendance Records program to be¬ 
come more efficient in record keeping and have higher quality outputs. 





Arthur Gustafson 



Adult Class Christmas gathering at the Kelly’s house 
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In March YBC became the recipient of the bulk of the estate of the late Paul Coburn. The estate consisted of mon¬ 
ey, stocks, and two lots with homes and a private road on Rt. 238 across from the Naval Weapons Station. The en¬ 
tire estate was appraised at a little under $500,000. Wachovia Bank was the executor of the estate, and all funds 
were placed into a trust for YBC at the bank (approx. $257,317.05 at the time). The Church used $30,000 to pur¬ 
chase new windows for the church. In July, the Church sold the Exxon stock, and in March 2006, sold the property 
at 101, 103, and 105 Coburn Court. On September 29, the last piece of the estate property, 610 Old Williamsburg, 
sold. 


On May 1, a new Young Couples Class began, with Jim Williams teaching. June 18 the Brotherhood had a “Fishing 
Expedition” at the Yorktown Pier. In June, Jim Rowe graciously donated a wheelchair to the church for use by the 
handicapped who may need assistance to attend YBC services. During his time at YBC, Pastor Kilgore baptized 19 
new converts, and the two highest attendance Sundays in several years (101 and 111) occurred during his tenure. 
He encouraged using the historic area as a theme for publicity, and a welcome packet for visitors was created using 
a collage of historic markers in Yorktown, and the theme “Yorktown, where freedom was won.” A large number of 
the members wanted Pastor Kilgore to become the full-time pastor, but the vote failed to reach the required percent¬ 
age. He served until June 30, 2005. The month of July brought the church the following supply pastors: Dr. Jerry 
Haywood, Rev. Ike Newingham, Randy Fields, and Dr. Furman Kenney. On Sunday, July 24, YBC celebrated 
“Pastor Appreciation Day” to honor former pastor Tag Kilgore, with YBC members giving personal testimonies to 
how much his ministry had meant to them. The 2005 VBS, held August 7-11, brought change in that it was an Inter- 
generational VBS. Entire families attended together (32 students and 41 adults). They participated in various activi¬ 
ties as members of Israelite tribes using period costumes and participated in evening suppers. A Special Called 
Business Meeting was held on August 21 in which the PSC presented a proposed covenant with Rev. Tag Kilgore 
for the position of pastor of YBC. The covenant was not approved; 71.74% voted in favor of it. [By-Laws required a 
75% yes vote by the members present for approval.] The failed vote caused upheaval in the church and several mem¬ 
bers chose to transfer to other churches. In November, Amanda Sykes became the leader for Children’s Church 
during the morning worship service. The year ended with the PSC diligently working to find Yorktown Baptist a new 
minister. The following supply pastors served: Reverend Jim Ailor, PBA Director of Missions, and Dr. Ray O. Jones 
during the last half of the year. 

Dr. Ray O. Jones became the seventh Interim Pastor in early 2006 to mid-Summer 2006. On Febru¬ 
ary 11 a "Share Your Heart” Banquet was held in the Fellowship Hall. April 26, after seven years as 
the YBC Music Director, Judy Maxie resigned to become the organist at another church. Cynthia 
Crum agreed to fill in the position on a temporary basis. At the April 25 Quarterly Business Meeting, 
the Trustees reported that the Brotherhood continued to meet every 3 rd Saturday of the month, aver¬ 
aging 12-15 in attendance. June 4, the Church held a Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser to raise funds for 
the members who planned to participate in the PBA’s Hurricane Katrina Work Camp July 23-29 in Gulfport, MS. On 
June 10 YBC held a farewell dinner at Bill’s Seafood for Deacon Chairman Randy Dail, wife Debbie, and daughter 
Sarah as they move to Fredericksburg, VA. August 26, all but one of the currently serving Deacons and their spous¬ 
es participated in a Deacons Retreat at Eastover Manor House. 
The Church received some minor roof damage from tropical 
storm “Ernesto” on September 1. September 8-10, YBC hosted 
Rev. John Huelskoetter and his family for a meet and greet with 
church members. September 17, members approved extending 
the call to Dr. John Huelskoetter as Pastor of YBC. The PSC 
promptly made the call to Dr. Huelskoetter. In early October Dot 
Barkley Combs and daughter Dorothy 
Bryson visited the church. October 29, 2006, 

Dr. John Huelskoetter became the fifth full- 
I time pastor of YBC. November 18, the YBC 
youth participated in the 10 th Annual Peninsula Food Bank “Food and Fund Drive” with bowling 
afterwards. The church family made a gracious donation of $465. Handbells rang in the Advent 
season along with a candle lighting ceremony. The YBC Youth were heavily involved in activities 
in December: singing in the choir and narrating for the musical presentation of “O Niqht Divine ” 

Dr. John Huelskoetter 



Dr. Ray O. Jones 
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handbells, Christmas caroling in Yorktown Village, Brotherhood 
Breakfast, live nativity, and playing and singing with the praise band. 
Once again, Berkeley Harps Ensemble treated YBC to an out¬ 
standing Christmas music harp concert. In late December, long 
time Church Treasurer Beverly Emerson resigned. 

I January 26-27, 2007, YBC hosted a winter retreat with an in-depth 
study of the “Sermon on the Mount”. February 14, another success- 
I ful “Share Your Heart” family dinner was held in the Fellowship Hall. 
February 28, eight ladies of the church put on a locally written pro¬ 
gram “Women of the Bible - Bible Babes, Beauties and Femme Fa- 
' tales” (Naomi - Wandering Widow; Deborah - Biblical Joan of Arc; 
Rahab - harlot to Heroine; Hannah - From Barren to Babies; Delilah - Bad-to-the-Bone Barber; Esther - Wonder 
Woman; Challah - Well Woman; and Mary Magdalene - “Myth Understood). On February 21, the Church approved 
the purchase of property at 111 Old Dominion Road in the Edgehill Subdivision for $345,000 to be used as the new 
parsonage. The cost was covered by the sale of the Coburn properties. April 22, John Huelskoetter, Molly Day, and 
Sarah Flagge represented YBC at a joint worships service at White Marsh Baptist Church in Gloucester for the 
PBA’s new Africa for Christ Partnership program. Twelve local Baptist Churches began a five-year partnership to 
support a new church start in the town of Thabong, in the Free State province of South Africa. April 27, the YBC 
Youth set up, served meals, and cleaned up at the Rescue Mission in Newport News. June 10, a baptism at the 
York River was held with a picnic afterwards. July 15-19, “Galilee By the Sea” themed VBS was held for all ages. 
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Rev. Draa Thompson 


June 21, the Lackey Free Clinic Outreach sponsored by the YBC “As You Go Girls” was 
a great success with the Church contribution of much needed supplies. September 14- 
15, the YBC church family and guests gathered for the “Seven Deadly 
Social Sins” Fall Retreat with intensive Bible Study and discussion. 

October 21, YBC celebrated its 63 rd anniversary as a church by hosting 
a Homecoming Service with former Assistant Pastor Draa Thompson 
as guest speaker. The year ended with the Williamsburg Youth Harp 
Society’s harp concert on December 2 as the Church began the Advent 
season. On December 7, one of the Church’s oldest and longtime 
members, Hazel Clark passed away. Hazel was the mother of former 
member Mercer Hogge. 



Hazel Clark 


January 16, 2008, the ECC recommended the Church revise its By-Laws. It was approved and the By-Laws Com¬ 
mittee began a series of meetings. On February 15, former YBC Pastor Don Stroud passed away. For the March 
30 worship service, the YBC youth participated in opening announcements, ushering and greeting, presenting the 
music, collecting the offering, and one sharing his testimony. YBC participated in the Yorktown July 4 th celebration 




by providing water and volunteers for the Pony Rides. The Church had 27 adults and 6 children participate in VBS 
held on July 18-20. On August 17 was 
Youth Sunday. On September 7, the 
Church held a baptism in the York River 
followed by a picnic. On October 5, the 
Church called Rusty Taylor [who restart¬ 
ed the choir and the Handbell choir] as 
Minister of Music. A Homecoming was 
held on October 26 marking the 

I Church’s 64 th anniver¬ 
sary with former YBC 
pastor Rev. John Mox- 
| ley as guest speaker. 

In Fall of 2008, YBC 
honored its longest, 

I continuous charter 

Moty Dumas 
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member, Mr. Moty Dumas (#35 who joined December 24, 1944) who passed away on August 27. The Lamplighter 
was discontinued at the end of the year. 

As 2009 started, YBC offerings continued to 
decrease and expenses increase. The By- 
Laws Committee continued to meet in 2009 to 
revise the Church’s current By-Laws. In June, 

Donita Wasenschutz took over as church Sec¬ 
retary for the departing Joan Flinn who moved 
out of the area. During the summer, YBC held 
another baptism in the York River followed by a church picnic and games. Based on YBC Deacons’ recommenda¬ 
tion, YBC participated in VBS with Crooks Memorial United Methodist Church (UMC) on July 26-30. Three Dea¬ 
cons, along with the Pastor and several other adults and children, attended the 
VBS as teachers and as participants. The youth helped out with the Peninsula 
Rescue Mission in January, February, and June. At the November Business 
Meeting, Treasurer Amanda Sykes presented a series of “Deficit Reduction 
Plans” to combat a growing church budget deficit. Plans 1 and 2 showed what 
the projected outcomes would be if YBC relied only on an increase in offerings 
to close the deficit gap. Plans 3 and 4 were given to help provide guidance in 
setting goals for deficit reduction. Plans 5 and 6 were presented to give guid¬ 
ance as what combination of increase in offerings and decrease in expenses it 
would take to close the deficit gap. Plan 7 was presented to show that, if there 
was no increase in offerings, there would need to be at least a 15% reduction in 
expenses each year for the next several years. The year ended with annual 
Christmas events such as Advent services, decorating the Christmon tree 
(November 29), Harp Concert (December 6), Christmas Cantata (13 th ), Carol¬ 
ing (23 rd ), and the Christmas Eve Communion Service. 

In January 2010, evening worship services were discontinued. At the January 13 Business Meeting, the 2010 budg¬ 
et was presented with a deficit reduction plan that eliminated some items such as lawn service and exterminating 
service; cut line items such as VBS by 70%; and cut other items such as Youth and Children programs by 50%. The 
largest area cut was the office manager’s salary for the incoming person. The Church approved the 2010 budget 
which included setting a $11,000 per quarter deficit limit. Once the limit was reached during the quarter, a spending 
freeze would go into effect for all discretionary expenditures. On January 29, Rev. Huelskoetter sent out a letter to 
all church members on the Church’s dwindling money and details of the 2010 $150,000 budget which was 37% 
($55,000) more than projected offerings of $95,000. The deficit coverage would mostly likely have to come out of 
savings as the budget had already been cut significantly from 2009. The letter provided several approaches to deal 
with the dwindling resources including Eddie Heath, a VA Baptist Mission Board strategist, conducting a church-wide 
town hall style meeting at YBC on February 10 to discuss the Church’s financial situation. On February 3, the HVAC 
unit supporting the Sanctuary back rooms was replaced for $4,250. A long-term financial sustainability “Town Hall 
Meeting was held on March 3 to further discuss the budget crisis. On June 13, the Church honored its graduating 
seniors. On June 23, the Church approved Phillip Davis, Sarah Flagge, Sharon Kirby, Chuck Murray, and Amanda 
Sykes to as members of a newly formed Long-Range Planning Committee (LRPG). The Committee began meeting 
in August and was charged with prayerfully discerning God’s leading for YBC and bringing to the membership a rec¬ 
ommendation as to the direction the Church should move toward in accomplish¬ 
ing its mission. As in previous years, a joint VBS was held with Crooks Memorial 
UMC on July 25-29. As a kick-off, YBC hosted a Fun Fest using the PBA’s Fun 
Trailer. The Treasurer’s report for 2 nd Quarter 2010 stated YBC had already ex¬ 
ceeded its $22,000 deficit limit by $4,171.37. This was partly due to the one-time 
expenses for the HVAC unit, a new copier machine and a new lawn mower as 
well as the projected 5% offering increase not materializing. By the end of the 3 rd 
Quarter, the Church had reached a $34,010.86 deficit. As it was time to develop 
the 2011 budget, it was recommended that 2011 expenditures be reduced by 



Bonnie Rowe & Margaret Cockes 




25 




























another $12,000-$18,000. On 
September 26, the Church held 
a luncheon to celebrate Marga¬ 
ret Cockes’ 90 th birthday. In 
October, the Church held its 
annual Homecoming with a 
dinner on the grounds. In No¬ 
vember, the Church approved 
extending the 2010 budget into 
January 2011. The Christmas 
season was filled with music 
with the annual Harp Concert, 

Choir Cantata and Christmas 
Eve services. Although 2010 
was a year of growth, it did not 
rebound the church back to 
2008 levels, nor was it enough 
to fully eliminate the deficit. 

As the By-Laws Committee still could not reach closure on the detailed revision of YBC Constitution and By-Laws, 
Rev. Huelskoetter prepared a condensed version. On January 26, 2011, the proposed YBC Constitution and By- 
Laws with amendments were adopted. During Lent, YBC joined with Crooks Memorial UMC, and Grace Episcopal 
to sponsor the first Yorktown Ecumenical Lent Program. Evening Sunday Services with special guest speakers 
were rotated between the churches. On August 3, the Church approved four facility projects: new roof ($10,200), 
update sanctuary attic ventilation ($756.17), sanctuary ceiling repair and painting ($6,500), and lighting repairs in the 
Church Office ($163,47). 

Rev. Huelskoetter announced on January 14, 2012, that he would not work past June 30 th . By mid-February, the 
B&G Committee had installed a gas hot water heater for the downstairs kitchen and bathrooms, and new hymnals 
were purchased for $3,947.68. YBC joined Crooks Memorial UMC and Grace Episcopal for the 2 nd annual Yorktown 
Ecumenical Lent Program. For the last Sunday in Lent, a special Hymnal Dedication Service took place using 
Church’s new hymnals. 

On May 6, a YBC Town Hall meeting was held to discuss the YBC’s strengths, weakness, opportunities and threats. 
After Sunday Services on June 3, another Town Hall meeting was held with Eddie Heath as guest speaker. He 
spoke of four possible futures for the church and recommended 3-4 members meet with him and Rev. Huelskoetter 
to explore the possible futures. This group became known as the Vision Team, and they held a series of weekly 
meetings with Eddie Heath in July-September. On September 30, the Vision Team presented their report to the con¬ 
gregation which was followed by a church-wide Vision Discussion on October 10. Another meeting followed on Oc¬ 
tober 17 with Eddie Heath. 



Dr. Huelskoetter experienced a delay in starting his new pastoral position and requested his time as YBC Pastor be 
extended past June 30. The Church approved extending him one month at a time at his same salary. YBC joined 
Crooks Memorial UMC July 22-26 for the VBS program “Operation Overboard.” After several years as Administra¬ 
tive Assistant (Secretary), Donita Wagenschutz left the position on September 21, and Lisa Wilkins took over on Oc¬ 
tober 11. At a Special Called Business Meeting on October 14, Kay Griffin was elected the Church Treasurer and 
Vondine Lowe the Finance Ministry Chair. On October 21 , 2012, Rev. Huelskoetter preached his last sermon. YBC 
held a holiday and estate sale in the Educational Building on November 9-11. Both floors were filled 
with donated items for sale that helped raise funds for the church and the Red Cross. 

On January 12, 2013 an open house was held at the parsonage to assess any repairs. In January, 

Pastor Dean Meyer was a supply pastor for several Sundays. The 2013 budget was approved on Feb¬ 
ruary 17 which included funds for parsonage repairs, the accompanist and music coordinator, and Sat¬ 
urday night young adult music events. On April 14, the Church voted to call Dean Meyer as the YBC 
eighth interim pastor effective May 5, 2013. Pastor Meyer accepted a weekly salary, one paid vaca- Deanlweyer 
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tion Sunday per quarter, and use of the parsonage. In exchange, Pastor Meyer would provide weekly sermons, be 
available for weddings, funerals, and counseling, hold weekly office hours, represent the church in county and area¬ 
wide organizations, and visit the sick. May 3-4, the Church hosted the Yorktown Spring Plant Sale in its parking lot 
as an outreach event which became a yearly event. Member Kay Griffin and her husband Jerry took over cutting the 
church grass on a volunteer basis. The Church approved helping Dean and Sue Meyer on a month-to-month basis 
by providing a small housing allowance for rent on their current dwelling until the parsonage was made ready on Au¬ 
gust 1. As an outreach event, volunteers manned the Educational Building as a “Rest and Refresh” station for all as 
part of the Yorktown July 4 th celebration. YBC joined Crooks Memorial UMC July 14-18 for the VBS program 
“Everywhere Fun Fair-Where God’s World Come Together.” 


During a strong summer storm in July, a combination of circumstances caused the Church basement to flood to the 
point of 3-4 feet from the front to the back causing significant damage. Under the leadership of Vondine Lowe and 
Charlotte Duke, and with the help of many others, cleaned up the water damage in 
the basement. The Church contracted with local handyman Scott Kyser to perform 
the repairs. Fie replaced wallboard, painted the walls and trim, replaced bathroom 
fixtures, tiled the floors in the kitchen, hall and restrooms and put up decorative lat¬ 
tice on the support columns. The Church hired other contractors to install a new 
sump pump with a battery backup and install new carpet. During the repairs, 

Vondine Lowe converted the room closest to the restrooms into a bridal dressing 
room. In March 2014, after seven months of repair and replacement work, the 
church basement once again shone with new flooring, carpet, paint, and linens. 

At the end of August, YBC created a Facebook page as another outreach program. Bible Study resumed on Sep¬ 
tember 4 Wednesday evenings with a Snack-Supper. Rhonda Taylor lead the program with a multi-week video 
study on “The FHoly Land.” On November 3, the Deacons presented a proposal to reform the Church’s Ministry 
Teams into a Church Leadership Council consisting of members which represented the Teams at that time. The 
Council would act as the executive body of the Church subject to the authority of the entire church membership. 





On Easter morning 2014, several members met at the Yorktown Monument for the annual Sunrise Service and then 
made their way back, joined by many other attendees, to the church for a Sunrise Service Breakfast. In May both of 
the church computers required repairs. Unfortunately, all of the files on the secretary’s computer were lost. In June 
the PSC offered Pastor Meyer a financial package to become YBC’s permanent Pastor. Fie declined the offer stat¬ 
ing he would rather remain as Interim Pastor in order to keep the church in a better financial position. On the first 
Sunday in June, the congregation honored Pastor Dean and Sue with a reception to celebrate their 4(f wedding 
anniversary. During the June Business Meeting the Church approved restarting an Executive Church Council (ECC). 
June 4 and 11, Melanie Lassiter from the PBA provided training sessions to the congregation on “Reconnecting With 
Our Community through Outreach.” On June 25, Eddie Heath of the VA Baptist Mission Board spoke with church 
members on YBC’s future. July 20-24, YBC children and adults joined Crooks Memorial UMC for another wonderful 
week of VBS. October 5, YBC held its 70 th Anniversary Worship Celebration and Luncheon with former YBC pas¬ 
tor Rev. John Moxley as a guest speaker. As a me¬ 
mento, everyone received a mug. A Baby Dedica¬ 
tion Ceremony 
was held on Oc¬ 
tober 12 for ba¬ 
bies Brynnlee 
and Bobby. De¬ 
cember consist¬ 
ed of Cynthia Campbell and her students providing an outstanding harp concert 
(14 th ), YBC members caroling in Yorktown (19 th ); a moving Christmas Cantata 
“Mary Did You Know” (21 st ), and Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 


The Church celebrated Valentine’s Day 2015 with a Family Fun Night that included pizza and salad in the Fellow¬ 
ship Hall. On July 8, YBC began participating in the Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup program, adopting a part of Route 
17 between the Intermediate School and Tour Road to clean four times a year. Both children and adults participat- 
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ing in the annual joint YBC and Crooks Memorial UMC VBS program 
“Camp Discovery” on July 19-23. By August, the Church was experi¬ 
encing a 12% deficit based on income vs. expenses. Members of the 
congregation knitted and crocheted afghans to place on the pews to 
use in chilly times. YBC began an annual participation in the Care Net 
Peninsula’s December baby bottle campaign by filling numerous bottles 
with funds to¬ 
taling $405.50. 

In November, 
the congrega¬ 
tion was treat¬ 
ed to an early Christmas Harp Concert and afterwards do¬ 
nated Christmas cookies to the York County Fire and Res¬ 
cue Station 4. As part of the outreach program, the Church 

purchased mugs with the 
drawing of the church 
sanctuary on them and 
YBC business cards to 
pass out to visitors and 
when members were out and about. 

Rusty Taylor resigned as the Choir Di¬ 
rector and Pianist as of Christmas Eve. 

Rhonda & Rusty Taylor Sarah Flagge had a local wood worker 

craft a 3-foot cross from Brazilian Cherry wood she personally selected. 

It was hung over the Baptistry painting of Christ on December 29. By the 
end of 2015, the Church’s offerings were lower than expected, resulting in 
a 10.8% deficit. The Church did not incur any debt due to use of savings 
to cover unfunded expenses. Sarah Flagge " 

In January 2016, the plexiglass around the window above the baptistry was replaced due to storm damage. Sue 
Meyer took over playing the piano until a permanent pianist could be hired. During February the boiler for the Edu¬ 
cational Building broke down twice. For the first time, YBC and the Yorktown Masonic Lodge joined together to pro¬ 
vide a breakfast after Easter Sunrise Service. Both had been having the breakfasts simultaneously for years and felt 
it would be better to do it as a team. On April 21, YBC started providing a meal for the Lackey Free Clinic staff every 
quarter. In May, Pastor Meyer began bringing in different groups once a quarter, on a love offering basis, to provide 
a music program in lieu of a Sunday Service. By June the Church was predicting an 8% deficit despite wedding fees 
for seven weddings during the year. In June a decision was made to notify VDOT that YBC was no longer partici¬ 
pants in a Adopt a Highway Program. As offerings continued to decline, the Council authorized the Treasurer to 
reduce the Church’s tithe to PBA and BGAV to 4% each in the 2017 proposed budget. YBC held its annual VBS 
with Crooks Memorial UMC July 17-21 with a surfing theme. On September 19, Carol Masser was hired as the new 
pianist starting the first Sunday in October. At the September 25 Quarterly Business Meeting, Treasurer Kay Griffin 
reported offerings were 3% lower this year than in 2015. On December 20, the group Daughters of the King provid¬ 
ed a wonderful program of Christmas music. The year ended with a $13,399.29 deficit. 






The year 2017 began with growing concern over the loss of members and decreased offering. Due to the deficit, 
Donna Busbin volunteered to create and to be financially responsible for all “marketing” initiatives for the Church. In 


January, an initiative for a YBC Memory and Meditation Garden between the Sanctuary and Educational Building 
was approved by the Council. It would entail a brick layout in the shape of a cross facing Nelson Street with bench¬ 
es around it. Church members would purchase bricks in honor of, or in memory of, loved ones and in observance of 
special occasions in their lives. Former members, families of former members, neighbors, etc. would also be invited 
to purchase bricks. The bricks with engravings would be sold with the net proceeds used for building and grounds 
projects. In March, a new-tri-fold church brochure was created/printed to pass out to visitors at the church and other 
places around the local area as an outreach initiative. Due to illness during the year, the Deacons were unable to 
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regularly so the Council kept on top of things through its monthly meetings. For the first time, 

YBC did not participate in a VBS program. On various Sundays, Robert Logan treats the 
congregation with a hymn on his harmonica. On September 3, the Daughters of the King 
provided a moving gospel music program for the Sunday service. On September 18, the 
Council approved the YBC Statement of Faith. This document was taken from the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Baptist Faith and Message Statement of 1963. They also approved the 
2018 Spending Plan containing an overall 10% reduction from 2017. The Plan recommend¬ 
ed the annual $400 budgeted for the annual contribution to THRIVE Peninsula be discontin¬ 
ued; instead, $500 would set aside for local ministries, (Menchville House, Natasha House, 

Laurel Shelter, and Peninsula Rescue Mission and THRIVE). The southern gospel group 
The Virginia Harmonheirs provided a wonderful concert for the December 3 service. 

2018 was a challenging year for the Church. Concerned with the Church’s dwindling mem¬ 
bers and resources in early January, Pastor Meyer and one member proposed a 
“consolidation” with the Coastal Community Church. An initial joint meeting with a few of YBC leaders and Coastal 
leaders was held in mid-January. Two larger meetings were held in late January and in early February. The idea 
behind the consolidation was that Coastal would take over all of YBC’s assets, change YBC’s name (deleting the 
word Baptist), establish the property at 237 Nelson Street as a satellite campus of CCC subject to their by-laws and 
elders; and current YBC members would have to “join” Coastal according to its membership procedures. After ex¬ 
tensive discussions and with dedicated prayers, on Sunday, March 4, the Church voted not to consolidate with 
Coastal. 

On May 6, Pastor Dean Meyer submitted his resignation letter with an effective date of May 13, 2018. The average 
Sunday Worship Service attendance was 18. At the May 6 Quarterly Business Meeting the members approved: 
funding $6,700 for a new set of custom-made wood doors to replace the old and seriously cracked front doors; form¬ 
ing a new PSC to search for an interim or permanent pastor; and funding up to $3,000 for lawn care due the illness 
of Jerry Griffin. Also, a motion was made to consider petitioning Pastor Meyer to withdraw his resignation, and to 
extend an offer for him to stay in a permanent capacity as bi-vocational pastor. A Special Called Business Meeting 
was held on May 20 to vote on the May 6 motion regarding Pastor Meyer; the motion failed. YBC then utilized sup¬ 
ply pastors from May 13 through November 5. On May 21 the Church began a series of Wednesday night meetings 
to explore a “New Direction” for YBC. As part of this initiative, the Church brought in Reverend Bob Collins on Au¬ 
gust 1 to speak on Intentional Interim Pastors and to express his opinions on what needed to be done at YBC to 
start growing the church again. 

In late July the Church hired Larry Whitcomb to lead the music portion for Sunday morning worship which included 
re-establishing a church choir for special choral programs during the year. On Friday of Labor Day Weekend 
(August 31), lightning struck the chimney at the parsonage causing what turned out to be $32,000 in damages. A 
contractor was hired in October to complete damage repairs. He also performed non-lighting 
related repairs in the amount of $5,330 needed before 
the Church could put the house on the market. Almost 
$3,000 in plumbing work was done to repair the re¬ 
strooms in the Educational Building during the year. On 
September 19, custom new wooden doors were placed 
at the entrance of the Sanctuary. September 28-30, 

YBC held a Spiritual Awakening/Renewal “Seeking the 
Face of God” with services on Friday evening and Satur¬ 
day evenings, and on Sunday morning followed by a cov¬ 
ered-dish lunch. Supply pastor Dr. Robert “Bob” Pipkin led the renewal. 

Menchville Baptist Church choir provided a performance on Saturday evening. 

Sunday morning music provided by YBC’s pianist Carol Masser and song lead¬ 
er Larry Whitcomb. During this period, Dr. Mark Boyd served as supply pastor. 

In the search for a bi-vocational pastor, the Church explored calling an active duty Navy Chaplain. The Chaplain 
had been stationed in the Yorktown area and wanted to retire here. He was nearing retirement and offered to come 





29 



























home to Yorktown from his next duty station in Quantico, VA, each weekend to conduct services and teach classes. 
November 4 members approved two motions: 1. to call Mark Boyd as Interim Pastor of YBC for the period Novem¬ 
bers, 2018 through January 31, 2019; and 2.To call the Chaplain as Head Pastor and Mark Boyd as Associate Pas¬ 
tor of YBC Beginning February 1,2019.” However, the Chaplain insisted that new By-Laws be enacted before he 
committed to accepting the call as pastor. Draft By-Laws were written by a new member which included incorporat¬ 
ing the church, giving considerable power and responsibility to three elders who would be selected by the pastor. 
The congregation would not agree to the new draft By-Laws, so the call to the Chaplain was rescinded later in No¬ 






vember. Mark Boyd was called to be YBC’s ninth permanent interim pastor. 

On December 3, the parsonage located at 111 Old Dominion Road was put up for sale. December 
8, Pastor Mark and Kathy Boyd hosted a festive Christmas Party at their home. At the Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service, battery operated candles were used for the first time in the church’s histo¬ 
ry. At the January 4, 2019 Special Called Business Meeting the members unanimously voted in 
favor of calling Dr. Mark Boyd as Yorktown Baptist’s permanent Bi-Vocational Pastor. The call 

was verbally issued to Pastor Boyd at the end of the meeting and he accepted. Since becoming __ 

the full-time pastor, Pastor Boyd has baptized three new members, and seven others officially Dr - Mark Boyd 

joined the church to include Pastor Boyd and his wife Kathy. By late August, the average attendance at Worship 
Service has more than doubled, averaging 40 members, visitors, and staff. In February, the Church purchased new 

Celebration Hymnals, Pastor Boyd provided the church with new pew KJV Bibles, 
and a Point-of-Contact roster was created for all of the major positions in the 
church. In March, Pastor Boyd and several members repaired the baptismal pool 
so that it could be used, and a portable heater was purchased for it. On Easter 
Sunday, the Church was blessed with 61 persons in attendance. Seven of the at¬ 
tendees were children; six of which participated in a Children’s Easter Service and 
Easter Egg Hunt. YBC again joined with the Masonic Lodge for the Easter Morn¬ 
ing Breakfast. The Church continues with outreach programs such as hosting the 

annual Yorktown Plant 
Sale and participating in 
Yorktown’s 4 th of July 
events. On June 8, the 
Boyd’s hosted a Chinese 
Gift Night filled with good 
food, fel¬ 
lowship 
and laugh¬ 
ter. The 

Shurch was represented in Yorktown’s annual 4 th of July Parade with 11 members handing out 
aver 1,200 plastic bags with candy and Christian tracts to parade observers. Additionally, Pastor 
Vlark and Kathy Boyd continues to hand out Christian tracts in neighboring communities within York- 
:own and York County. In mid September the parsonage was sold, and after seven years of service, 
oart time secretary Lisa Wilkins resigned to assume a full-time position. 


Of the 35 charter members, only Irene Taylor Robertson survives. Now in her 90 s, she attends Grace Bap¬ 
tist Church in Williamsburg. Margie Dumas, widow of charter member Moty Dumas, currently holds the long¬ 
est membership at YBC, followed by H. Neale Kelly and his family. Elizabeth Flagge Barrett, Susan Flagge 
Bunting, Kay Busbin Griffin, and Donna Busbin began attending YBC as children in the 1960s and now 
serve as church leaders. YBC is truly a family of believers worshipping, growing, reaching out to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It ministers to the residents of Yorktown and the surrounding communities, their 
guests, visitors, tourists, and members of all branches of the military. 

As envisioned by the Peninsula Baptist Association in 1944, Yorktown Baptist Church continues to provide a 
religious presence in Yorktown, bringing the Gospel to the people who seek His grace. 
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Yorktown Baptist Church Pastors 

Scott C Hutton* 

Interim Pastor 

1 Sep 1944-31 Jan 1945 

Claud G. Barkley* 

Full-time Pastor 

1 Feb 1945-1 May 1984 

John W. Crocker 

Interim Pastor 

Oct 1954-31 Jul 1955 

Draa Thompson 

Assistant Pastor 

23 Dec 1979-31 Oct 1983 

Dr. Walter E. Farrar* 

Interim Pastor 

Sep 1984-31 Jan 1985 

L. Karl Heilman 

Full-time Pastor 

1 Feb 1985-31 Mar 1991 

Donald Peyton Stroud* 

Interim Pastor 

16 Jun 1991-31 Oct 1991 


Full-time Pastor 

1 Nov 1991 -31 Dec 1996 

Lee Stocks 

Intentional Interim Pastor 

1 Jul 1997-27 Sep 1998 

Donald Gover* 

Interim Pastor 

11 Oct 1998-31 Aug 1999 

John Ray Moxley 

Full-time Pastor 

1 Sep 1999-26 Oct 2003 

Tag Kilgore 

Interim Pastor 

16 Nov 2003-28 Feb 2004 


Part-time Interim Pastor 

29 Feb 2004 - 21 Aug 2005 

Ray 0. Jones 

Interim Pastor 

early 2006 - mid Summer 2006 

Dr. John Huelskoetter 

Full-time Pastor 

29 Oct 2006-21 Oct 2012 

Dean Meyer 

Interim Pastor 

5 May 2013-6 May 2018 

Dr. Mark Boyd 

Interim Pastor 

4 Nov 2018-3 Jan 2019 

‘Deceased 

Bi-Vocational Pastor 

4 Jan 2019 - present 


YORKTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH 

Charter Members 
as of December 31, 1944 

Mrs. B.L. Bray 
Benny Foster Bray 
Jimmy Lee Bray 
Mr. Henry W. Elliott 
Mrs. Henry W. Elliott 
Olin Elliott 
Lorraine Elliott 
Mr. W. A. Fowler 
Mrs. W. A. Fowler 
Mrs. R.A. Galtress 
Mr. Roland Oliver 
Miss Margaret Diehl 
Mr. B.L Bray 
Mrs. Lewis Hogg 
Mrs. Roland Oliver 
Miss Irene Taylor 
Miss Ruby Lingafelt 
Mr. C.B. Parcell 
Mrs. C.B. Parcell 
David Ray Parcell 
Arthur Roland Oliver 
Arthur Gustafson 
Mr. Lewis E. Hogg 
Mrs. J.L. Roberts 
Mrs. Francis Mevey 
Mrs. D.J. Priddy 
Mr. Edward B. Foster 
Mrs. Edward B. Foster 
Gertrude Foster 
Mrs. Edgar Dunston 
Mr. Walter Linton Fowler 
Mrs. Luther Hogge 
Miss Grace Strickland 
Mrs. Clara Dumas 
Moty Dumas 


YORKTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH 
50 YEAR CELEBRATION 

October 15,1994 
1:00 p.m. 


Invocation. Rev. Don Stroud 

Welcome. Rev. Don Stroud 

Hymn # 223 . "O God Our Help in Ages Past n 

Organ Mini-Concert. Mr. Thomas Marshall 

Solo. Mrs. Homer O. Dennis 

Historical Highlights. Rev. Don Stroud 

Hymn #33.* To God Be the Glory" 

Solo. Mrs. Claud G. Barkley 

Dramatic Portrayal 

of Rev. Claud G. Barkley ... .Dr. Furman Kenney 

Special Music. Rev. & Mrs. David Johnson 

Mr. Frank Cockes & Rev. Don Stroud 

Recognition of Charter Members, 

Former Members, and Special Guests 

Open House & Refreshments 


Celebration Committee; 

Anne Lloyd, Chairperson, Bernice "Be" Barrow, Margaret Cockes, Molly Day, 
Moty Dumas, Farrar Ware, William "Bro" Waters 
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Yorktown Charter Members 


1. Lessie Hogg Bray 

2. Benny Foster Bray 

3. Jimmie Lee Bray 

4. Henry Wise Elliott 

5. Lois Bell Elliott 

6. Richard Olin Elliott 

7. Lorraine Elliott 

8. Walter A. Fowler 

9. Chessie M. Fowler 

10. Allie Harrell Galtress 

11. Roland H. Oliver 

12. Margaret Diehl 

13. Ben Lee Bray 

14. Bessie Bray Hogg 

15. Alberta Brown Oliver 

16. Irene Taylor 

17. Ruby Lingafelt 

18. Charles B. Parcell 


19. Nannie Parcell 

20. David Ray Parcell 

21. A.R. (Sonny) Oliver 

22. Arthur Gustafson 

23. Lewis E. Hogg 

24. Mrs. J.L. Roberts 

25. Frances McVey 

26. Mrs. D.J. Priddy 

27. Edward B. Foster 

28. Edna Foster 

29. Gertrude Foster 

30. Oneda Dunston 

31. Mrs. Walter L. Fowler 

32. Ruby R. Hogge 

33. Grace Strickland 

34. Clara Dumas 

35. Moty Dumas 
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HERATCKS SUNDAY. OCTOBER 19. 1947 

10 CO A. M Sunday School 

11 no A. M Morning Wunhip 
8 00 P M. Crrnln« Worship 

DEDICATION SERVICE 
8: P. M 

Ordrr <if Worship 

Invocation 

Hymn “Lead On. O King Eternal" 

Hemline or the Scripture ....-Rev. John H. Garber 

Prayer o t Dedication---Rev Albeit B. Slmtm 

ArknoaledgmenU 
Special Music 

Hura Hvut .p Moore. Emily Mann. William B 
long. Clarence R. Porter 
Acknowledgments 
Special MW'* 

Choir of Ornitt Armite Baptist Church 

Dedication Sermun___Rev. Herman T. 8tev«u 

Hymn The Church'* One Foundation" 

Benedict km 
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